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INTRODUCTION. 


SEVERAL years ago an anonymous pam- 
phlet, entitled, 4 Metaphyfical Catechiſm, 
&c.. ſuppoſed to be written by a learn- 
ed divine of this country, fell into the 
Author's hands; by peruſing it, he 
turned his thoughts on the ſubjects 
contained in that Eſſay. But what ex- 
cited him moſt to take the pen was, to 
refute an opinion about the Divine Pre- 
ſcience, which by no means he could 
admit. FAR 

As ſome perſons have expreſſed their 
ſurpriſe, that he ſhould write on ſub- 
jects ſo foreign to the line of his buſi- 
neſs, he begs leave to obſerve, that La- 
dies have written on the Beauties of the 
Ancient Claſſics; Stateſmen, on the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; Law- 
lords, on Points of Divinity; Profeſ- 
A ſors 
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ſors of Phyſic, on Bleaching; and Cler- 
gymen, on Agriculture, And therefore, 
as every man may chuſe his own food, 
ſo every author may chuſe his own 
ſubject, provided nothing be advanced 
that may hurt the morals of the com- 
munity, or cauſeleſsly diſturb the tran- 
quillity of the ſtate. 
Some of the topics of the following 
Eſſay natively afford ſerious reflections, 
for which he makes no apology; be- 
ing rather willing to call his own at- 
tention, and the attention of his readers, 
to ſubjects of the laſt importance. 
Here he begs leave to reprobate the 
opinion of ſome weak minds, that do 
not allow themſelves to think, that no 
man can make a figure in his profeſ- 
ſion, that is not an Infidel, a Deiſt, a 
Sceptic, or a Libertine; as if ſobriery 
and the ſciences were (like light and 
darkneſs) incompatible. But the criti- 
ciſms of ſuch perſons hardly merit a 
remark, 

He cannot conclude this ſhort Intro- 

duction, 
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duction, without expreſſing his grate- 


ful acknowledgments to his numerous - 


and genteel Subſcribers of both ſexes ; 
not ſo much in a pecuniary reſpect, as, 


that honourable, illuſtrious, learned, re- 


verend, and reſpectable characters have 
thus pledged themſelves to read his Eſ- 
ſay; where he wiſhes they may find 
ſome information, and more ſatisfac- 
tion than expected. 
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— — 


Wurm men of ſcience diſpute ſo keenly 
about the nature of the human ſoul, it 
is a ſtrong proof of our extreme igno- 
rance of metaphyſical things. Setting 


bounds to Omnipotence, or believing - 


our own penetration to be boundleſs, 1s 
the reaſon why we ſo often plunge head- 
long into labyrinths, from which we 
cannot eaſily extricate ourſelves again. 
Thus, one philoſopher contends that the 
human ſoul is immaterial, and has none 
of the known properties of matter; 
while another, with equal aſſurance, 
maintains, that, however modified and 
ſubtle, it is ſtill matter, nothing but 
matter; and adduces a number of ar- 
guments to ſupport his opinion. | 
In ſpite of education or prepoſſeſſion, 
by the prevailing and general ſuffrage 
A 3 of 
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of authors, we would wiſh the ſubject 
to ſtand or fall by pure reaſoning, no 
way repugnant to revelation, I ſhall 
view ſome of the properties of matter, 
and compare them with the properties 
of the human ſoul, and ſo aſſay to come 
at ſome knowledge of the truth. I be- 
gin with two obſervations, as a caution 
to myſelf, 1. Never to be too poſitive in 
any metaphyſical point; ſince, in every 
thing we are apt to miſtake. 2, That 
we are often ſo prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
our own opinions, that we will not yield 
to the ſuperior arguments of our oppo- 
nents, but will uſe every ſhift, every e- 
vaſion, rather than frankly confeſs that 
we were miſtaken. But I would not 
be underſtood here to infer, that in eve- 
ry diſputed point we ſhould give our- 
ſelves up to endleſs uncertainty, and a- 
vowed ſcepticiſm, if the opinions we 
embrace can be ſupported by argu- 
ments clear and concluſive; only, that 
we ſhould be very modeſt. 

t | Max1M 
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Maxim I. 


Matter, however organized or modi- 
fied, whatever form or ſhape it may be 
put into, whatever motions or impulſes 
it can receive or communicate, has ſtill 
all the properties of matter, and 1 is no- 
thing but matter. 

This maxim is ſo plain, that it needs 
no illuſtration. Now, if the brain be 
the human ſoul, the brain is a part of 
the body; the body is matter, and thus 
ſoul, body, and brain, are all matter. 
And man does not conſiſt of ſoul and 
body, ſubſiſting in union to one ano- 
ther, which makes a perſon, but is all 
body ; and therefore has no more claim 
to immortality, than the horſe he rides 
on, or the dog that runs at his foot. 


Max I. 


Some (I pretend not to name them 
ail) of the properties of matter, are, ex- 
tenſion or locality, folidity, diverſibi- 
lity, and vis inertiæ, or an aptitude to 

A 4 remain 
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8 METAPHYSICAL MAXIMS. 


remain in the ſame form and place eter- 
nally, till acted upon by ſome other 
power. 
By ſolidity and extenſion, (let matter 
become more and more ſolid, as much 
as you pleaſe), I mean, that two maſ- 
ſes of matter cannot poſleſs the ſame 
given ſpace; if they could, the whole 
earth might be contained in an egg 
thell, | 
Locality is never attributed to a ſpi- 
rit, but every one knows that the brain 
requires not only a ſecure, but a capa- 
cious lodging. Attraction and repul- 
ſion do not properly belong to mat- 
ter, as matter, being only the pro- 
perties of ſome matter; as attraction be- 
tween the magnet and iron, and attrac- 
tion and repulſion of different bodies 
in electricity; for, though all bodies 
attract, and are attracted, in propor- 
tion to their magnitudes ; yet that 1s not 
the attraction materialiſts contend for. 
Becauſe fire gives the ſenſation of hear, 
and water is fluid; it follows not that 


heat 
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heat and fluidity belong to matter, as 
matter ; yet fire and water are matter. 
Attraction and repulſion are repug- 
nant to the vis inertiæ that is eſſentially 
in matter, nor poſſeſſes attraction of co- 
heſion by any active power inherent in 
itſelf; for, cut or divide a maſs of any 
kind of matter into pieces, and then 
throw them into contact, yet there is 
no coheſion, nor attraction, to be ſeen 
any more among theſe pieces. Now, 
no diviſion of matter can deſtroy any 
of its eſſential properties; therefore, vis 
inertiæ is an eſſential property, and can 
never be ſeparated from matter, but is 
moſt uſeful to all the purpoſes of life. 
Without it, no given force could carry 
a certain weight, either to ſuch a length, 
and no further, or to ſuch a point, and 
no other; ſince, according to the ma- 
terialiſts, matter has as much a power 
of moving itſelf, as a man has of mo- 
ving himſelf. Thus, whenever the gi- 
ven force began to grow languid, or to 


fall below the ſelf- moving power of the 
AS mals, 
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maſs, 1t would begin a new motion of 
its own, and move to any point, or to 


any diſtance it pleaſed ; but, by being 
wholly inert, it can be put into any fi- 
gure, and applied to any purpoſe you 

pleaſe, | 
Again, diviſibility deſtroys every thing 
in modified matter, but its eſſence; that 
is, the laſt atoms, ſuppoſing them to. be 
divided almoſt ad infinitum (for no jinite 
thing can be divided ad infinitum), are 
{till matter ; but figure, (not the figure 
eſſential to its particles,) organization, 
&c. are quite deſtroyed; then, if the 
brain be the ſoul, it is diviſible; becauſe 
material, — and ſo has no claim to im- 
mortality. Again, if the ſoul be mate- 
rial, it muſt often be in a ſtate of inac- 
tion; becauſe, whenever an impreſſion 
or impulſe on matter is ſpent, or ceaſes, 
it muſt be as ſtill as a ſtone till a new 
impulſe is given, Moreover, if we ſup- 
poſe a man to become both deaf and 
blind, the impreſſions from abroad muſt 
be few, and fo the ſoul muſt be often 
5 doing 
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doing nothing; ſince, according to the 
materialiſts, a certain motion in the 


brain, produced by a vibration on the 


nerves, is the immediate cauſe of think- 
ing. And, as we ſhall fee by and by, 
aſſociation of ideas is inadmiſſible here. 


Maxim III. 


When matter is put into motion, its 
former ſtate of reſt is as perfectly fi- 
nithed as if it had always been in mo- 
tion; and when at reſt again, its late 
motion is as compleatly gone as if it 
had always been at reſt. 


If the brain then is the ſoul, it has 


all the properties of matter; and ſo muſt 
alternately be in a ſtate of conſciouſ- 
neſs, or unconſciouſneſs, according as 


the various impreſſions it receives from 


ſurrounding objects are continued, in- 
terrupted, or ceaſe. But a moment's un- 
conſciouſneſs is inconſiſtent with the 
very idea of an immortal foul ; and yet, 
if the brain be the ſoul, ſince it is ma- 


terial, it muſt follow, becauſe all mat- 
A 6 ter, 
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ter, from its vis inertiæ, when it ceaſes 


to be impelled by a foreign force, re- 
turns to its ſtate of reſt. It i is, indeed, 


a maſterly ſtroke of the materialiſts, to 
deny a vis inertiæ to matter; for, if 
granted, it muſt overthrow their doc- 
trine. But it is equally abſurd, to make 
matter both matter and ſpirit; yet, if 
matter has powers, or conſciouſneſs, or 
can move itſelf” as much as a man, it par- 
takes of the property of ſpirit ; and if 
it cannot do this, it is inert. 


Maxim IV. 


Whatever properties are eſſential to 
matter, are invariably, and always to 
be found in matter. 

Among the properties eſſential to 
matter is ſolidity (no matter what the 
degree be), or the particles being brought 
into contact with one another. This 
holds true of all matter, and by this a- 
lone matter acts, and is acted upon. 
Nor will magnetiſm and electricity, that 
attract and repel at a diſtance, diſprove 

the 
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the aſſertion; for air and fire are mat- 
ter. Make the experiment with an elec- 
trical machine, in an exhauſted receiver, 
and it will neither attract nor repel. 
Now, grant that attrafion and repulſion 
are the cauſes of all intellectual operations, 
according to theſe gentlemen, which 1s, 
indeed, new philoſophy, yet, thus the 
mind is admitted to be matter; then, 
what matter once attracts, it always at- 


tracts, as the loadſtone iron. And, ſince 


it was firſt found out, no other metal 
has ever confeſſed its power, and obeyed 
its mandate. Nor has the needle in the 
compaſs, notwithſtanding its variations 
in different latitudes, from unknown 
cauſes, ever acknowledged another cen- 
tre than the north pole; and what it re- 
pels, it invariably repels. Now, when 
the mind approves of any thing, ſay it 
is matter acting by attrafon ; when it 
loathes, call it repulfion : But whence 
comes it that the mind can love what 
it formerly loathed, and loath what it 
once loved, (e.g. virtue and vice in the 

| reclaimed 
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reclaimed libertine), ſince matter at- 
tracts and repels without the leaſt va- 
riation? Nor will it remove the difh- 
culty, to ſay that virtue and vice are 


ſeen in different lights from what they 


once appeared 1n ; and therefore, what 
attracted, repels ; and what repelled, at- 
tracts. But how come they to be ſeen 
in different lights? Suppoſe a man ſits 
down, and weighs a matter in his own 
mind, adduces all his arguments for and 
againſt it; and when it appears in a fa- 
vourable light, call it aftraction; when 
in a diſagreeable view, call it repulſion. 
But I aſk, by what property of matter 
a compariſon 18 made between the two, 


and a concluſion drawn which deter- 


mines the choice? And I affirm that 
there 1s, that there can be no ſuch pro- 
perty in matter. 


Maxim V. 
Matter cannot act on a ſpirit, nor 


can immaterial adjuncts make any im- 
preſſions, 
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preſſions, or communicate any ideas to 
matter. 

Here we muſt except the organized 
human body and reaſonable ſoul, which, 
ſubſiſting together, make one perſon ; 
and whoſe union is ſuch a myſtery, as 
bids defiance to the reſearches of the 
moſt acute philoſophers. In virtue of 
this perſonal union, the ſoul receives, 
through the bodily organs, (and the 
brain 1s but an organ), numberleſs and 
ſucceſſive ideas, and conſequently a cor- 
reſpondent increaſe of knowledge; but 
when this union is diſſolved, the bodily 
organs can communicate no more ideas 
to the ſoul. Nevertheleſs, we cannot 
think that the ſoul ceaſes to exiſt, or 
exiſts without 1deas. Suppoſe a man to 
be blown into atoms, by the exploſion 
of a magazine of gunpowder, we can- 
not ſay that the ſoul 1s either diſmem- 
bered, maimed, or wounded ; for mat- 
ter cannot act on the ſoul, to divide its 
ſubſtance; becauſe, being immaterial, 


it cannot be brought into contact; and 
where 
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where there is no contact, no motion 
can be communicated; and ſo no diſ- 
ſolution can follow. Nay, a ſpirit is fo 
ſimple and noble a ſubſtance, that it may 
be annihilated, but cannot be divided; 
diviſibility would be its annihilation, 
No matter can impede its paſſage. An 
angel can enter as eaſily into an houſe, 
through a marble wall, as an open win- 
dow; can aſcend in a flame of fire, as 
readily as on a bright cloud ; and can 
ſtand alike on the burning ſon and the 
ſea ſhore, 

No reaſon can be given why the loſs 
of ſuch a quantity of blood, or ſuch a 
degree of pain, or of ficknels) ſhould 
diſſolve the union between ſoul and bo- 
dy; only it ſeems fixed by Heaven, that, 
whenever the action of the animal ſpi- 
rits is finiſhed, the union between ſoul! 
and body {hall be diſſolved. But this 
action is often ſuperſeded, when not fi- 
niſhed. Thus, ſeveral that have ap- 
peared dead, have returned to life again; 


and others, no doubt, have been too 
ſoon 
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ſoon buried, in a miſtake. The only 
infallible fign of certain death, 1s a be- 
gun putrefaction in the corpſe. 

If the brain be the ſoul, according to 
theſe gentlemen, the nerves are as much 
parts of the brain, as the branches are 
parts of the tree. Yet a man may loſe 
both his legs and arms, and ſtill his 
ſoul be as perfect as the ſoul of any o- 
ther man ; but a tree will be nothing 
but a bare ſtump, if ſtripped of its 
branches. Nay, many a time a portion 
of the brain itſelf has been loſt by 
wounds, fractures, and trapannings, and 
yet the ſoul not in the leaſt mutilated, 
while the patient alſo did well. Sick- 
neſs, or loſs of blood; blows and wounds 
in ſome noble parts; ſpinal marrow 
pricked or compreſſed; or the brain vio- 
lently concuſſed; exceſs of fear, of joy, 
of grief; extreme pain, poiſons, &c. 
ſtop the courſe of the fluids, finiſh 
the action of the animal ſpirits, and 
bring on death ; by which the tie be- 
tween ſoul and body is diſſolved; the 

{foul 
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ſoul diſlodged out of the body, and the 
body reduced to duſt. But if the brain 
be the ſoul, it is material. Now, death 
does not divide matter from matter ; it 
only ſuperſedes action, and ſets the par- 
ticles that were in motion at reſt, 
Therefore, according to their ſcheme, 
there 1s no ſeparate ſtate into which 
death at laſt can uſher the ſoul. Yet, 
from the ſcriptures, which we are bound 
to beheve more than the moſt Jearned 
and acute philoſophers, we learn that 
there is a ſeparate ſtate. Hence, Chriſt 
promiſes to the penitent thief, that that 
day he ſhould be with him in Paradiſe. 
Now, his body hung on a croſs, or was 
laid in a grave, therefore it was his ſoul 
that was taken to Paradiſe ; or, if the 
brain be the ſoul, it muſt be the brain 
that was taken out of the ſkull, (for our 
Saviour's promiſe muſt have been per- 
formed). But why the brain more than 
the heart, the contents rather than the 
{kull, or one piece of matter in prefe- 
rence to another, I cannot comprehend. 

Moreover, 
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Moreover, if the brain be the ſoul, 
none will deny that the brain is an or- 
gan, and a very noble one too. Now, 


an organ is one of the component parts 
of an organized body; thus we have 


got an organized ſoul, or a material ſpi - 
rit, which is an abſurd contradiction. 
The materialiſts argue, That the 
* brain muſt be the ſoul; becauſe, if 
„ ſound, intellectual operations go well 
„on; if injured, they are marred; if 
* deſtroyed, they ceaſe.” By the ſame 
argument, I prove that the heart 1s the 
foul; for, if ſound, intellectual opera- 
tions go well on ; if injured by exceſs 
of grief, of joy, or of fear, {and I have 
ſeen a perſon die very ſuddenly from 


a fright), they are marred ; if deſtroyed 


by wounds or blows, they ceaſe. The 
human ſoul only acts on the brain, and 
whole nervous ſyſtem ; as the brain, in 
its numerous nerves, acts on the body. 
Even the ſpirit of a beaſt is ſomething 
more noble than the brain, which, in 


{ome brutes, has been found quite oſ- 
ſifted, 
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ſified, and yet they performed every ac- 
tion proper to them. 

It would not be fair reaſoning to in- 
fer, that becauſe the brain communi- 
cates feeling and motion through the 
whole body, it is in an unſound ſtate 
in that man who, with a broken leg, 
cannot walk ; or, with a ſtrained arm, 
cannot work ; or, with a paralytic part, 
cannot feel. We may as well affirm that 
a man has neither ſoul, brain, nor nerve, 
in a ſwoon, becauſe, in a ſwoon, he 
neither ſees, nor hears, nor hreathes, 
nor feels, nor thinks. Juſt ſo, the ar- 
gument is as concluſive, that a man has 
no ſoul in a ſwoon, as that his brain 1s 
his ſoul; becauſe, in a diſordered ſtate 


of the brain, his ideas are diſordered 


and confuled, 

When a man gets drunk, the wildeſt 
ideas that can be imagined crowd his 
mind; but, becauſe his brain is dit- 
ordered, it would be odd to ſay that che 
ſoul is intoxicated, If the ſoul be ma- 
terial, it may feel an effect; but the 

| mol: 
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moſt ſubtle matter has no property, by 
which it can reaſon from an effect to 
the cauſe, 

If the nerves are played upon by ex- 
ternal impreſſions from material objects, 
and produce ſenſations which are the 
cauſes of thought, then a ſoul that 1s 
material, cannot have the leaſt idea of 
any thing that 1s not included 1n the 
involuntary and inſtinctive actions of 
the animal ceconomy, (that is, a ſenſe 
of hunger, and a deſire to eat; a ſenſe 
of thirſt, and a deſire to drink; and a 
ſenſe of wearineſs, and a deſire to reſt, 
inn ſpite of every reſolution to the con- 
| trary). Hence, immenſity, ſpirituality, 
; eternity, in a word, the Deity himſelf, 
muſt remain in the moſt perfect man- 

ner unknown to a material ſoul; for 
g fuch a ſoul can have no more concep- 
; | tions of ſuch properties, of ſuch a Be- 
ing, than the duſt on which we tread. 
Nor will it remove the difficulty, to ſay 
+ | that God and his perfections are ſeen 
he from his works; for, as I have ſaid al- 
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ready, matter has no property that can 


trace an effect to its caule. 

Attraction and repulſion, (which are 
the only properties theſe gentlemen al- 
low to matter), cannot act at all here; 


for how can matter, of whatever form, 
or however fine 1t be, attract or repel 


immortality, infinity, immenſity, ſpi- 
rituality, &c.? 


Maxim VI. 
Matter can have no aſſociation of im- 


pulſes; for ſuch an aſſociation would 
deſtroy every impulſe, becauſe a ball 


cannot move in different directions at 
once. 

Suppoſe a ball put into motion by 
any given force, and flying in a certain 
direction; if it receives a new and 
ſtronger impulſe from a ſecond agent, 
which makes it move in an oppoſite di- 
rection, and ſo on, till it has moved in 
every poſſible direction; yet, when e- 
very force is ſpent, and it is again at 


reſt, it has no more aptitude to move 


In 


—— 


METAPHYSICAL MAXIMS, 23 


in any particular direction in which it 
formerly moved, than if it had never 
moved at all. Juſt ſo, if the ſoul is ma- 
terial, we can have no aſſociation of 
ideas, and therefore no memory ; fince, 
according to theſe gentlemen, ideas are 
only impulſes on the brain; and when 
the impulſe is paſt, the idea is loſt for 
ever. 

A ſtone that has moved in ſuch a 
line for never ſo long a time, can be 
moved quite the reverſe, without any 
difficulty; but theſe authors may find 
ſo little matter in their own ſouls, that 
it will not be eafy for them to change 
their way of thinking; and to believe 
the immortality of their ſouls, the re- 
ſurrection of their bodies, and a future 
ſtate. And yet they ſeem to ſeek im- 
mortal fame, by combating immor- 
tality itſelf—But where can we meet 
with a more horrid gloom than the 
materialiſm, and, conſequently, the 
annihilation, of the human ſoul ? 

Theſe authors, to prove that the brain 

is 


— 
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is the ſoul, obſerve, & That when it is 
in a ſound ſtate, intellectual opera- 
* tions go well on; if it be injured, 
* they are marred; if deſtroyed, they 
* ceaſe.” But this is rather a proof 
that intellectual operations belong pri- 
marily, or immediately, to the ſoul, and 
mediately to the animal ſpirits, whoſe 
chief ſeat 1s the brain; and, though 
under the controul of the human ſoul, 
that the ſoul is ſomething diſtin from, 
and ſuperior to, that intellectual power 


in man; whoſe faculties are, memo- 


ry, affections, will, and an inſtinctive 
choice *. I ſhall give a few reaſons to 
ſupport this opinion. 


x. We find in brutes a temporary 


memory r, affections, will, and choice; 
but 


* A choice of judgment belongs to the rational ſoul, 
for the animal ſpirit acts only by inſtinct. 

+ Let a bitch bring forth puppies every year, and drown 
them all, the uneaſineſs ſhe feels being purely inſtinct, ſhe 
has no additional grief for the loſs of the laſt, by recalling 
former loſſes to mind, than for the loſs of the firlt ; and 
when forgot, they are for eyer forgot with her. 


| 


— 
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but no man will believe them to have 
human ſouls. The point theſe gentle- 
men have in view, is rather to degrade 
men into beaſts, than to exalt beaſts 
into men. 
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2. In children we find a growth or 
increaſe of the faculties of their minds, 
b as their bodies grow, and are healthy. 
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3. In old men we find a decline of 
their mental powers, as their body de- 
cays. 


4. After fevers, we ſometimes find 
the memory and judgment ſo weak, 
that the one can retain, the other can 
y diſcern, almoſt nothing. 


at 5. Things committed to memory in 
youth, are long retained; in old age, 
are ſuddenly forgot ; which is a proof, 
n that the memory is ſeated in the ani- 
mal ſpirits, and ſtands and falls with 
d the texture of the body. 

B 6. Some- 
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6. Sometimes we find children born 
with the mental defects of their pa- 
rents; but parents do not beget ſouls. 


. In ſome, who are born idiots, we 


alſo find an ugly and disfigured body. 


8. In fevers, ſome have loſt the ex- 
erciſe of their reaſon ; while others, by 
excels f joy, or of grief, or by a ſud- 
den fright, have loſt their life, or be- 
come diſtracted. 


Now, as the union between ſoul and 
body 1s ſo cloſe, that there is but one 
perſon, ſo the union in man, between 
the rational ſoul and animal ſpirit, is 
ſo intimate, that there 1s but one ſoul ; 
for, though we aſcribe memory, affec- 
tions, will, &c. to the animal ſpirit, — 
and memory, affections, will, &c. to 
the human ſoul, there are not, there- 
fore, two memories, &c. in the man, 


more than there are two ſubſtances di- 
| ſtinctly 
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ſtinctly ſubſiſting, where ſoul and body 
make but dne perſon. 


However ſome may dream of a ſcale, 
or gradual progreſſion from ſome of 
the moſt ſagacious animals, to ſome of 
the moſt brutiſh of the human ſpecies, 
yet there is {till a link of the chain 
broken, and a great gap to be obſerved, 
in two points: The wiſeſt of the brutes 
have never diſcovered any thing of re- 
ligion, but the rude Laplander, igno- 
rant Hottentot, and ſavage Indian, have 
ſhown, 1. Some belief of a Supreme 
Being ; 2. Some forebodings of a fu- 
ture ſtate, or the immortality of the 
ſoul, | 

Though brutes can diſcover joy, grief, 
anger, &c. ; yet, like matter, when theſe 
paſſions ſubſide, they reſt for ever, till 
raiſed by new objects, or the ſame ob- 
jects preſented anew, Yea, Infline, 
which is the reaſon of brutes, is al- 
ways directed to the preſent time, or 
times at hand. Suppoſe a female of 

B 2 the 
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the moſt docile brutes, has brought 


forth young once a year, yet ſhe dif- 
covers no attachment to any but the 
preſent, and to theſe only for a certain 
time, 1 

Though the animal ſpirits, by the 
bodlily organs, receive the impreſſion 
of letters, yet it is only the rational 
ſoul that can affix a meaning to the 
letters. Hence, the moſt ſagacious brutes 
can never be taught to read. 


Suppoſe a bitch brings forth pup- 


pies five or fix at a time, all which 
you drown but one, yet no ſigns of 
grief appear ; yea, drown them one and 
all, yet, when the impreſſions made by 
the loſs, which they feel by inſtinct, 
wear off, they never return; juſt as 
matter returns to reſt, as the force that 
impelled 1t ceaſes, 

A perſon, through diſeaſe or  pot- 
ſons, may grow delirious or mad ; but 
No matter, however ſubtle, can poiſon 
the ſoul ; becauſe it is immaterial. 


Though Solomon runs a parallel be- 
tween 


en 
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tween man and beaſt, in the miſeries 
of their life, the manner of their death, 


their common ſepulture in the earth, 
and their crumbling alike into duſt, 


yet he concludes with the grand di- 
ſtinction, the zmmortality of the human 


ſoul; and ſays, * The ſpirit of man 


goes upward, the ſpirit of a beaſt 
goes downward to the earth.“ 

I am aware that one apparent abſur- 
dity here, is giving man both a ration- 
al religious ſoul, (that is, a ſoul capa- 
ble of adoring the Supreme Being, 


which none of the brutes ever had), 


and an animal ſoul; and that theſe 
two, though diſtint, make but one 
ſoul. But let us look into ſome things 
in nature: Are not light and heat two 
things, and. yet the ſun-beam but 
one? Are not various colcars in eve- 
ry ray of light, and yet the ſolar ray 
but one? juſt ſo, we find in man an 
animal foul, in comnion with the beaſts, 
(which ſome miſtaking for the human 
toul, have made him a mere periſhable 


B 3 brute), 
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brute), and alſo an immortal ſoul, en- 
dued with noble powers, and deſigned 
for an eternal duration. No leſs than 
an inſpired Apoſtle aſcribes to man ſoul 
and ſpirit, when heſays*, „And may the 
* whole of you, ſoul, ſpirit, and body, 
* be preſerved blameleſs ;” which may 
well defend my uſe of the term. 


There are four Unions, all of which 
are wonderful; and ſome, if not all of 


them, altogether incomprehenſible. 


1. The Eſſential Union in the God- 
head, where the Perſons are eternally 
diſtin ; but the Eſſence is one. 


2. The Hypoſtatical Union in Chriſt, 
where the Natures are for ever diſtinct ; 
but the Perſon 1s one, 


3. The Myſtical Union between Chriſt 
and Believers, where both Perſons and 
| Natures | 


* 1 Theſſ. v. 23. 
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Natures are diſtin& ; but the SPIRIT * 
is one. And, 


4. The Phyſical Union in men; where 
the rational ſoul, the animal ſpirits, and 
organized body, are diſtinct, but the 
intellect is one. And, now that we are 
ſpeaking of this ſubject, it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that in the ions recorded in 
ſcripture, the perſon acted as if the foul 
fiend, the rational ſoul, and animal 
ſpirits, as one ſoul, had animated the 
body. Hence we find ſome of them 
confeſſing Chriſt to be the Son of God, 
while others adjure him not to torment 
them, or command their departure in- 
to the abyſs. The dæmon ſeems to act 
on the animal ſpirits, which act on the 
organs of the body; and ſo they walk, 
run, ſpeak, &c. ; but the judgment 
ſeems ſuperceded here ; for though one 
of theſe demoniacs cries, I know 
„ thee who thou art, the Holy One of 
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“ God!” yet, after the devil was caſt 
out, 1t 1s probable that the man was as 
ignorant, that Chriſt was truly the Son 
of God, as the reſt of his neighbours, 
However, it is a ſhame for any that 
profeſs the Chriſtian name, to be leſs 
found in this article of faith than the 
devils themſelves! At other times, the 
dæmon ſought the deſtruction of the 
poſſeſſed perſon ; while, at one time he 
is caſt into the water, and at another, 
into the fire, or torn and rent ſore 
within. The difference between our 
ſelf-murderers and theſe perſons ap- 
pear: to be, that the laſt ſtruggle againſt 
their deſtruction, and are maltreated a- 
gainſt their will, while the firſt, in the 
moments of deſpair, with full conſent, 
commit the fatal deed. Since thus we 
fee that two ſpirits, of diſtin claſſes, 
can act as one ſpirit, much more may 
the rational ſoul and animal ſpirit, con- 
created at one time, and belonging to 
one perſon, though diſtinct, act as one. 
How one immaterial {ſpirit can act on 

another, 
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another, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
is aſtoniſhing ; but many ſerious Chri- 
ſtians find that Satan can throw in his 
injections ſo ſubtilly, that they are apt 
to take them for the thoughts of their 
own hearts. This is a ſubject that 
has employed the pens of ſome eminent 
divines, and it requires great accuracy 
to judge aright here. 


As the animal ſpirits receive impreſ- 
ſions from material things, and by the 
oneneſs between the rational and animal 
ſoul, the man attains a knowledge of 
many material things, which he could 
not otherwiſe arrive at: So the rational 
ſoul may have ſuch apprehenſions of 
immaterial things; as, of God, of eter- 
nity, of divine wrath, &c. which, by 
virtue of the phyſical union, may make 
ſuch impreſſions on the animal ſpirits, 
as ſhall waſte and conſume them, and 
make the body pine away, and the man 
grow melancholy and diſtracted ! 

The animal ſpirit or ſoul partakes of 
B 6 the 
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the natural conſtitution and temper of 
the body. Hence we find the meek, 
the amiable behaviour of one perſon ; 
the turbulent, the paſſionate ſpirit of 
another ; the fiery zeal of this, and the 
cool conſiderate mind of that perſon. 
And ſometimes the rational ſoul at- 
tempts to ſubdue the paſſionate or fret- 
ful turn of temper; and though the 
ſtruggle be arduous, yet the victory, 
when obtained, is noble. And this is 
a proof that the animal ſpirit is under 
the controul of the human ſoul. Nor 
can we think that ſouls, viewed as un- 
connected with matter, can have ſo vaſt 
a difference. 

This variety of tempers is to be ſeen 
even in the various claſſes of brutes, 
who have nothing but an animal ſoul 
. : 

Here a difficulty ſtarts up. If the 
body, in all its members, is animated, 
and acted upon by the animal ſpirits, 
and if theſe are under the controul of 
the rational ſoul, why are bodily ac- 
tions, 
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tions, or intellectual operations, at any 
time irregular or marred? I anſwer, 
Though a man ſhould look at a ſtone 
never ſo long, he cannot lift it unleſs 
he apply his hands to it ; but if both 
his arms {ſhould be broken, he cannot 
apply them; and yet his brain, and 
whole nervous ſyſtem, may be ſound. 
Juſt ſo, may not the rational ſoul, which 
is as diſtin from the brain as the brain 
is from a broken bone, be ſound, though 
the brain be fo diſordered, that intel- 
lectual operations are irregular, or mar- 
red ? | 

Again, the rational ſoul has no me- 
thod of converſing with material things, 
but by the animal ſpirits *, through bo- 
dily organs. Now, take an example, that 
defects in different mediums, or organs, 
will produce the fame effect. In an ha- 
zy atmoſphere, we take {hrubs for trees, 


and hillocks for mountains, In a jaun- 
B 5 diced 


The reader will obſerve, that /oul and ſpirit are alter- 
nately aſcribed to man and beaſt ; but the term human and 
animal, will fix the meaning. 
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diced eye, every object has a tinge of 
yellow ; and 1n a diſordered brain, ob- 
Jets dance, that have exiſtence no where 
elſe. Whence we ſee that the brain 
and organs both may be ſound, and yet 
a perſon may be impoſed on by a falſe 
medium ; or the brain may be ſound, 
yet the impoſition carried on, through 
a diſordered organ ; and, laſtly, that the 
brain may be diſordered, and yet the 
rational ſoul ſuffer nothing, though in- 
tellectual operations muſt be greatly 
marred, nor can in ſuch a caſe go well 
on, more than a muſician, however {k1]- 
ful, can play well on an inſtrument out 
of tune, or broken to pieces. 

To the texture of the bodily organs, 
and to the animal ſpirits, is to be aſ- 
cribed the vaſt difference of genius that 
is found in ſome men, upon whoſe edu- 
cation the ſame attention and pains have 
been beſtowed ; fince we ſee that a blow 
on the head, or a violent head-ach, will 
1mpair one man's judgment, another 
man's memory, and the ſight and hear- 


ing 
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ing of a third ; but an immaterial ſpirit 
can ſuffer by no impulſes from mate- 
rial things. It 1s true, that in the hum- 
ble walks of life many a fine genius 
lies concealed, and, like a precious ſtone 
among rubbiſh, is not eſteemed, becauſe 
not known; but it is as true, on the o- 
ther hand, that, in the higher circles of 
life, there 1s many a lettered ignoramus, 
and matriculated dunce. The ſoul of 
an idiot, when diſembodied, ſhall have 
no natural defect, more than the foul 
of a Solomon; though there mult be a 
vaſt odds in their improvement. 

From the nice organization of the hu- 
man frame, the texture of the nervous 
ſyſtem, and the copious flow of the a- 
nimal ſpirits in ſome, beyond others, 
we find them poſſeſſed of a molt reten- 
tive memory, a ſolid judgment, a rich 
invention, and a ready utterance; be- 
cauſe the ſoul can act with greater li- 
berty in theſe ſubjects, than in perſons 
of the oppoſite deſcription : And hence 
we ſee how children advance in know- 
ledge, 
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ledge, as they increaſe in ſtature ; and 
where the one is rapid, ſo is the other. 
Therefore, in the ſouthern iſlands, 

where at the age of ten the natives are 
marriageable, they have all the ſaga- 
city of the adults in theſe iſlands. 
Dwarfs would ſeem an exception here; 
but whatever the ſtature be, there is an 
acme, a full growth, at which, by de- 
grees, the leaſt, as well as the largeſt, 
of the human ſpecies muſt arrive. 

Here alſo we may obſerve that con- 
ſtitutional fitneſs and predelection that 
manifeſts itſelf in different perſons, for 
different branches of ſcience. Some for 
muſic, others for poetry; ſome for paint- 
ing, others for mathematics; ſome for 
natural philoſophy, others for divinity; 
ſome for phyſic, others for law; while 
ſome prefer to every other employment, 
a military life. But what a pity is it, 
that a fine genius ſhould only diſplay 
itſelf, by his havock of the human race, 
and carnage of his fellow creatures 
Yet an able General, in bringing off 

the 
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the remains of his vanquiſhed army 
with little loſs, will ſometimes have 
more honour than the conqueror. The 
retreat of the Greeks (an handful, com- 
pared to the Perſians), in ſight of ene- 


mies, for more than two thouſand 


miles, will be admired while the art 
of war is known. 

There are alſo conſtitutional preju- 
dices and antipathies, in ſome perſons, 
againſt certain pieces of muſic; in o- 
thers, againſt the ſight and ſmell of 
certain animals ; and in a third claſs, 


againſt certain kinds of food. Nor can 


all the power of reaſoning get the bet- 
ter of ſuch averſion, Hence, we may 


ſee the folly of parents and guardians, 
that compel their children and pupils 
to the ſtudy and practice of ſuch ſci- 
ences and trades as they are bent a- 
gainſt. : 

Here alſo we may ſee how ideas ſtrike 
ſome inſtantaneouſly, that they can 
ſpeak off-hand, or extempore, on any 


ſubje that comes within the compals. 
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of their knowledge ; while others muſt 
collect, arrange, and call forth their 
thoughts at leiſure; which, indeed, is 
ſometimes done with ſo much ſtrength 
of reaſoning, propriety of ideas, and 
dignity of expreſſion, as atones for any 
trifling diſappointment, by the delay. 
Again, though at the acme the hu- 
man ſoul can comprehend as abſtruſe 
points as ever it will be able to do, yet 
it may ſtill make improvements from 
the occurrences of every day. Yea, e- 
ven in the perfect ſtate, ſouls ſtill grow 
in knowledge and felicity (for an in- 
creaſe of knowledge, is an increaſe of 
happineſs), from the new manifeſta- 
tions and communications of divine 
glories. And it would be our wiſdom, 
now to reſtrain our purſuit of unlawful 
things, in view of that mental feaſt, 
and refined ſatisfaction, that ſhall be 
found in attaining the heavenly philo- 
ſophy. 
As a further proof how far the ani- 


mal ſpirits fetter or befriend the rational 
ſoul, 
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ſoul, as they are deficient at all times, 
or exhauſted for the time being, or a- 
bundant, cheerful, and enlivened ; let a 
perſon of natural courage be called to 
ſome arduous undertaking,—he coolly 
proceeds, braves difficulty, and encoun- 
ters danger; but let a timorous perſon 
be ſent on the ſame buſineſs, —he is pa- 
nic- ſtruck, all irreſolution, and knows 
not what to do: But to this cowardly 
man give a cheerful glaſs, his animal 
ſpirits are 1nvigorated, and anon he is 
an hero ! But continue the glaſs, raiſe 
his ſpirits more and more, till ſound 
reaſoning, and the connections of things 
are loſt, and his courage degenerates 
into downright madneſs !. Still pour in 
more liquor, and he falls into a pro- 
found ſleep; and perhaps awakes no 
more. By the by, we may ſee how 
much better a natural courage is, that 
is always under the government of rea- 
ſon, than that falſe courage, or fury, 

that is raiſed by ſpirits. 
So cramped are the ideas, and ſo 
confined 
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confined the views of children, in ſpite 
of every attempt to enlarge them, that 
unleſs, on the back of diſſolution, all 
the mental powers cxpanded themſelves 
to their natural capacities, like a ſpring 
when the weight that compreſſed it is 
removed, not an angel could give them 
any proper apprehenſion of the divine 
attributes, or even of that ſtate into 
which they were entered. 


I have ſaid that the animal ſoul has 
its knowledge from material objects. 
The very memory of brutes is referable 
to matter; and, except what they have 
by inſtinct, they are taught every thing 
in the ſame manner that matter is im- 
pelled by a foreign force. Hence, they 
can never be taught to have any idea 
of any thing that does not immediately 
ſtrike ſome of their ſenſes, In a word, 
that iin that is peculiar to the dif- 
ferent kinds in the canine ſpecies, can 
never be transferred from one to ano- 
ther. No care could make a maſtiff a 
pointer, 
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pointer, or a greyhound a good ſhep- 
herd's dog. The ſurpriſing tricks that 
{ome of them perform, are nothing more 
than the effects of impreſſions made on 
animated matter, by material objects ; 
but they can have no idea of any thing 
immaterial, or of the proportion one 
bears to a thouſand, or a point to im- 
menſity. | 
In the account of the creation, man 
1s mentioned with a dignity which is 
beſtowed on none other of the crea- 
tures, For of them it is only ſaid, 
Let the earth, and let the ſea bring 
forth abundantly.” But of him it is 
ſaid, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeneſs.” Now, this can- 
not apply to the form of man's body, 
ſince God is a Spirit, but to his natu- 
ral and moral perfections. But if the 
human ſoul be material, and conſe- 
quently mortal, it can bear no reſem- 
blance to God at all, who 1s a pure 
Spirit, Matter has no conſciouſneſs of 
any thing, and can never think. I 
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ſhould be glad to know, therefore, in 
what of God's image, and in what of 
his /ikeneſs, was man at firſt created. 
Again, while all the reſt of the animate 
creation are only ſaid to have the breath 
of life ; of man it is ſaid, © God breathed 
“into his noſtrils, and he became a 
„% living ſoul.” A foul fo perfectly a- 
live, that he ſhall never die. Death be- 
ing but a change of ſtates, an exchange 
of worlds. But the nobleſt animals, at 
death, are ſaid, in every ſenſe of the 
word, 10 periſh. And correſpondent to 
the dignity of his nature, is the extent 
of his knowledge; © becauſe God has 
% taught him more than the beaſts of 
* the earth, and made him wiſer than 
« the fowls of heaven.” But if man 
has only a material ſoul, and has no 
higher concern than to provide for this 
life, and manage the affairs of a tem- 
porary exiſtence, in many points he 
muſt acknowledge the ſuperior ſagacity, 
and wonderful inſtinct of that part of 
the creation which he has been accuſ- 

tomed 


METAPHYSICAL MAXI s. 45 


tomed to call brutal, and to look upon 
as vaſtly below himſelf. But the caſe 
is not ſo; for the human ſoul is created 
with powers capable of holding com- 
munion with God; delighting in his 
perfections, and delating in his ful- 
neſs. 


Now, as to the point in diſpute, it 
matters not whether there be a rational 
and animal ſpirit diſtinct, yet ſubſiſt- 
ing in one perſon, or that the brain 
and nerves are the organs by which the 
rational ſoul acts, it is clear, as a ſun- 
beam, that the human ſoul is diſtinct 
from, and ſuperior to, matter: Yet, 
from the Apoſtle's expreſſion, men- 
tioned above; from a view of the brute 
creation; from a conſideration of the 
growth, the acme, the decay of the hu- 
man frame and faculties together, I am 
led to conclude, that in man there is 
an animal ſpirit, as well as a rational, 
immaterial, and immortal ſoul. 
Though memory, will, affections, &c. 

belong 
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belong to the animal ſpirit, as ſeen in 
brutes ; and jointly to the rational and 
animal ſoul, as ſeen in men; yet con- 
ſcience and religion belong only to the 
rational ſoul, of which the moſt ſaga- 
cious brutes know nothing. Like royal 
plunderers, the ſtronger always ſeize 
the property of the weaker, and aſk no 
right of poſſeſſion, but bloody and fe- 
roctous conqueſt ; and are alike ſtran- 
gers to remorſe and reftitution. 

A ſeparate ſtate is what all nations 
have ſome idea of, and conſequently 
{ome belief of the immortality of the 
foul. Now, the brain cannot be a ma- 
terial ſoul on this fide, and an imma- 
terial ſoul on the other {ide of death; 
or, in other words, cannot be mortal 
at one period, and immortal at ano- 
ther ; but the rational ſoul, at the hour 
of death, enters on a ſeparate ſtate, in 
full poſſeſſion of all its faculties. For, 
if diſpoiled of them, what title could it 
have to, what proof could it give of its 
exiſtence? Therefore the diſembodied 

ſoul 
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ſoul has conſcience, judgment, will, affec- 
tions, memory ; and theſe in an higher 
degree of perfection than when in the 
body, and no way dependent on mate- 
rial organs, | ah 
A ſoul that could neither love nor 
hate, rejoice or be grieved, chuſe or re- 
fuſe, approve or condemn, reflect on ſome- 
thing paſt, or expect ſomething future, 
feel after, or fly from the Moſt High, 
could not be ſaid to be either bleſſed 
or curſed. For a conſciouſneſs of its 
ſtate and condition, is eſſential to the 
| happineſs or miſery of every rational 
being; that is, they cannot be either, 

and not know 1t. | 
If the ſoul be material, it muſt be of 
ſome particular form ; fince all matter 
is of ſome one form or other ; either 
globular, as water, blood, quickſilver, 
&c.; or ſpeculated, as glaſs, arſenic, 
and ſome of the poiſons ; or ſtriated, 
as ſome of the ſemi-metals. But theſe 
gentlemen give us only aſſertion, with- 
out deſcription, that we know not of 
what 
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what figure this material ſoul of theirs 
18, 


In the ſcripture account of Rachel's 
death, it is ſaid, © As her ſoul was in 
„ departing, for ſhe died *.“ Here 
then it is fixed beyond contradiction or 
doubt, that, at death, the ſoul of every 
mortal departs out of the body, as 
properly as a man leaves his old houſe 
at term-day, when he goes to dwell in 
another. Now, if the ſoul be material, 
or if the brain be the ſoul, how comes 
it, that among ſo many millions of hu- 
man ſouls, that, in a ſhort time, de- 
part from their bodies, not ſo much as 
one ſhould be either /een or felt in the 
moment of their removal? It is cal- 
culated, that, through the habitable 
globe, ſeventy thouſand of the human 
race die every day. And it is well 
known, that, in all civilized nations, 
dying perſons are carefully attended, 
in their laſt moments, by relations, 
| friends, 


* Gen, xxxy. 18. 
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friends, and neighbours. But how 
ſtrange, that more than twenty mul- 
lions of ſouls ſhould, in one year, paſs 
by above forty millions of ſpectators 
(allowing only two attendants to every 
dying perſon), and neither be ſeen nor 
felt by one of this vaſt multitude; no, 
not in all the generations that 3 
gone before us! It is moſt certain, that 
the ſoul, at death, leaves the body, and 
enters on its ſeparate ſtate. But it is 
abſurd, in the extreme, to ſay that the 
brain is taken out of the ſkull at death; 
and yet it muſt be ſo, if the brain be 
the ſoul. This ſingle circumſtance is 
ſufficient to give the lie to all that theſe 
gentlemen advance, in proof that the 
brain is the ſoul; or, that the ſoul is 
material. | 

Hence we may clearly ſee, that the 
rational ſoul is immaterial, and there- 
fore immortal; and that, as it has none 
of the powers or properties of matter, 
conſequently it muſt have properties 


peculiar 
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peculiar to its ſpiritual and immortal 
nature. 


The firſt thing I obſerve with regard 
to the rational ſoul, is, its inhabiting 
and animating the body through the 
whole period of life; yea, this relation 
is not finally deſtroyed at death, but 
only ſuſpended for a longer or a ſhorter 
period, as their diſſolution happens a 
long time, or but a little, before the 
general judgment. And even in the 
ſeparate ſtate, they have ſtill a connec- 
tion of relation, though not of inter- 
courſe with one another; and, like the 
moſt intimate friends, that, by royal 
authority, for ſome fault, have been 
baniſhed from one another for a while, 
when the period expires, they ſhall 
meet, with the warmeſt cordiality, to 
part no more; but to enjoy their ancient 
friendſhip, with extremeſt- ſatisfaction 

and heightened delight. 


I believe none will pretend to unrid- 
dle 
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dle the union between ſoul and body; 
nor will it looſe the knot, to ſay that 
the mind acts on the animal ſpirits; 
for theſe animal ſpirits are matter, as 
well as any part of the human body; 
for the nerves, on which they act, are 
all tubes, and, in muſcular motion, 
ſeem to be filled and dilated by matter, 
though of the moſt ſubtile nature; and, 
indeed, it ſhould be very fine, ſince it 


is all that the materialiſts allow us for 


a ſoul! But the ſoul is ſuperior to all 


matter, and does not act by contact or 
impulſion. 


I ſhall give one conjecture here, that 
has nothing in it repugnant to revela- 
tion or reaſon, and let the reader judge 
for himſelf; and that is, that angels 
act on the ſubjects of their operations, 
in a manner ſimilar to the ſoul's action 
on its own organized body. It is ac- 
knowledged that angels are pure ſpi- 
rits, though created and dependent; 
and it is alſo divanely atteſted, that they 

C 2 have 
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have been meſſengers of mercy and of 
vengeance; in executing of which, they 
have acted like material or corporeal 
beings. When Lot was remonſtrating 
with the Sodomites, who were begun 
to juſtle him againſt the wall, the an- 
.gels put forth their hand, pulled him 
into the houſe, and bolted the door. 
And next morning, when the -confu- 
| ion of their minds was ſo great, that 
Lot and his family lingered, the angels 
laid hold on their hand, and aſſiſted 
them out of the city; then admoniſhed 
them to eſcape to the mountain. 

Again, when the firſt-born in Egypt 
were ſmitten at midnight, though the 
ſacred hiſtorian aſcribes it to God, yet 
the Pſalmiſt tells us, That he did it by 
the miniſtry of angels, Pſal. Ixxviii. 
He caſt upon them the fierceneſs of 
„ his anger, wrath, and indignation, 
« and trouble, by ſending evil angels 
% among them.” For though wicked 
angels may be very ready to deſtroy 


their own ſlaves, yet I rather take this 
| paſſage 
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pailage to allude to the holy angels, 


who are honoured to miniſter to the 
ſaints, and be inſtrumental to the ſafe- 
ty or delirerance of the Church. In 
accompliſhing of which, they may well 
be called evil angels, or meſſengers of 
evil, executing tremendous judgments 
on the wicked. a 

When the Aſſyrian army was moſtly 
cut off in one night, it is ſaid, an an- 
gel of the Lord did it; not an angel of 
darkneſs. Daniel alſo aſcribes his deli- 
verance from the lions to the miniſtry 
of an angel, ſhutting their mouths, 
while he lodged a whole night among 
theſe monſters. 


Now, it has been the opinion of 


ſome, that the agency of angels, in all 


theſe things that are aſcribed to them, 
is effected merely by their volition, or 
willing it, along with the ſupreme will 
of their Maker. But I think the voli- 
tion of the Supreme Being is ſo per- 
tet, that there is no need of a ſecond 

C 3 agent ; 
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agent; and though the fame may be 
faid of his power, that it is ſo perfect, 
rhat there is no need of any inſtrument 
to co-operat-: with him; yet, ſince he 
is pleaſed to uſe the miniſtry of angels 
in the kingdoms of nature, and of pro- 
vidence, it ſeems proper to allow to im- 
mortal principalities a power of acting, 
according to their commiſſion, on ma- 
terial bodies, diſtinct from, and ſupe- 
rior to, their volilion, or willing it to be 
ſo. Though of this power we mult 
confeſs our extreme ignorance. 

Although we neither ſpeak nor walk 
againſt our will, as free agents; yet the 
human ſou] muſt exert more than a bare 
volition, even an adive impulſe on the 
animal ſpirits, to make theſe organs 
perform their functions. So, when Ga- 
briel was ſent to the bleſſed Virgin “, 
his willing her to be acquainted with 
the wonderful conception muſt have 
remained a ſecret to her, unleſs he had 

announced the welcome meſlage to her 
| | in 
'* Luke i. 26, —36. 
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in ſo many words. In like manner, 
when the angel was ſent to liberate Pe- 
ter , his willing it would never have 
procured his enlargement, unleſs he 
had ſtruck him on the ſide, deſired him 
to dreſs himſelf, and directed him to 
follow him. Indeed, it is ſaid, The 
great iron gate opened to them of its 
* own accord ;” that is, for ought Pe- 
ter ſaw: But the angel, no doubt, ap- 
plied his power inviſibly to it; as, on 
a former occaſion, they rolled back the 
ſtone from our Saviour's ſepulchre. 
But to aſcribe all this to their ſimple 
volition, puts them too much on a le- 
vel with their Maker. Moreover, was 
their volition only neceſſary in exe- 
cuting their various commiſſions, they 
could, to equal advantage, perform that 
before the Throne in the Higheſt Hea- 
vens, and need never appear on our 
earth; but we find them always ſent to 
the ſcene of action, to Sodom, when 
Lot was delivered; to Egypt, when 

C 4 their 
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their firſt-born was ſlain ; to Eliſha, in 
the appearance of horſes and chariots 
of fire, when ſurrounded by the Syrian 

hoſt; to the Aſſyrian camp, when an 
hundred eighty and five thouſand were 
ſlain in one night; to the three Jews, 
in the fiery furnace; to Daniel, in the 
lions den; and to our Saviour, ſuffer— 
ing in the garden. Likewiſe, the hu- 
man ſoul acts on the body in a man- 
ner ſuperior to volition, by puſhing the 
animal ſpirits into real action. How 
many fluggards may be found in hu- 
man life, who, with their yawning 
withes, and liſtleſs volition, are intend- 
ing or attempting many things, but per- 
form nothing! But there are ſome fouls 
who ſecond their volition, by exerting 
their inviſible power over the mental 
faculties, and bodily organs; for man 
does not medirate on a certain ſubject 
againſt his own mind, more than he 
ſpeaks or walks againſt his will. In this 
men and angels differ; for the rational 


foul and organized body to which it 1s 
united, 
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united, and on which it acts, make but 
one perſon; but the angels have no 
perſonal relation to the ſubjects on 
which they act. 


Some anatomiſts are pleaſed to ſhow 
you the ſeat of the ſoul; but the ſoul, 
being purely immaterial, can neither 
ftand, nor fit, nor lie; and ſo can have 
neither footſtool, chair, nor bed. It 
inhabits in the whole body, wholly in 
every part, and indiviſibly; that no loſs 
of limbs or ſubſtance, can impair or 
mutilate the ſoul. 

There are ſome things, both in body 
and in mind, that are not under the 
controul of the ſoul, or depend not on 
the will. In the body, the pulſation 
of the heart, circulatiou of the blood, 
and ſecretion of the fluids. In the 
mind, a ſucceſſion of thoughts; for 
though we can change the ſubject, yet 
we cannot ceaſe to think, fleeping or 
waking, more than we can ceaſe to be! 


From this wonderful relation between 
GS {foul 
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ſoul and body, by ſickneſs or Pain the 
animal ſpirits can be exhauſted, the 


circulation of the blood ſtopped, and 


the union between ſoul and body diſ- 
ſolved, which is death; and, on the 
other hand, by anguith preying on the 
ſoul, the body can become a ſkeleton, 
and crumble into duſt. 

This union between ſoul and body | 
is not the leſs wonderful, that it is ſo 
univerſal, and common to all mankind; 
nor the leſs to be admired, that the ge- 
nerality of mankind pays ſo little atten- 
tion to it. By it, time and eternity are 
connected, the viſible and inviſible 
worlds united. If man was all matter, 
as theſe gentlemen contend, he could 
have no concern with futurity, or the 
world to come; and if all ſpirit, he 
could not be adapted to this preſent 
ſtate, but be like the angels ; but, con- 
fiſting of ſoul and body, he 1s intereſted 
in both worlds, and it is his duty to 
attend to both. Should a man neglect 
the duties of his ſtation, and caſt off all 

| care 
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care about the affairs of this life, upon 
pretence that he was employed in pre- 
paring for a world to come, we mult 
have but a mean opinion of his judg- 
ment, with reſpect to his duty, and no 
very ſanguine hopes of his ſucceſs in 
theſe higheſt concerns. On the other 
hand, if we find a man ſo ſwallowed 
up in the affairs of this life (time, ta- 
lents, thought, and attention, all em- 
ployed in the purſuit), that he /eldom 
thinks on a world to come, and gives 
himſelf mo concern about futurity ; 
though, among men of buſineſs, he 
may be held up as an example, and 
beheld with admiration, becauſe he has 
made a fortune ; yet, without feverity, 
we may pronounce him a dowarighr 
madman ; but when we find a man 
that divides his attention between ſoul 
and body, neglects neither, becauſe he 
is connected with, and intereſted in 
both; and in his own frame fees hea- 
ven and earth, an heavenly mind, an, 
earthly body; a tranſient hfe in hand, 

3 an 
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an eternal ſtate in hope, and is diligent 
in his calling, becauſe it is his duty; 
nor negligent in his devotions, becauſe 
it would be his fin ; we may pronounce 
this man truly wiſe ; and he may hold 
up his face among men, as doing good 
in his generation ; and among angels, 
as improving for their heavenly ſo- 
ciety. „ 
Though the bodies of the righteous 
will for ever be poſſeſſed of the proper- 
ties of matter, being compoſed of fleſh 
and bones, and ſo tangible, and poſſeſ- 
ſing a given ſpace; yet, after the re- 
ſurrection, they are ſaid to be ſpiritual 
bodies: That is impaſſible; or that 
can feel no wearineſs, no want, no pain, 
—needing no more the ſupports, or the 
comforts of created good things,—as 
meat, drink, clothing, lodging, reſt, 
than if a ſpirit ; nimble and active, and 
no more a clog to the ſoul ; and raiſed 
ſor ever above the reach of death. 


Here the materialiſts muſt be for 
| ever 
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ever confounded ; for nothing like rea- 
ſon can be found in matter, not in am- 
mated matter. This very mode of con- 
veying my ideas to my fellow creatures, 
in which J am this moment engaged, 
ſets me above the whole brutal creation; 
for the moſt ſagacious of them can ne- 
ver be taught to communicate their 
thoughts to one another at a diſtance, 
of either time or place. | 
By reaſon, I underſtand a power to 
ſee the propriety and impropriety of 
actions; inveſtigating an effect to its 
cauſe, comparing one thing with ano- 
ther, and drawing concluſions. As rea- 
ſon exalts man above all the lower crea- 
tion, —ſo, to be deprived of the exer- 
ciſe of reaſon, renders him an object of 
the deepeſt compaſſion ; but, in ſuch 
caſes, the defect lies all in the animal 
ſpirits, the nervous ſyſtem, or bodily 
organs ; for the ſoul, being immaterial, 
can ſuffer nothing in her faculties, in a 
phyſical ſenſe, whatever ſhe may in a 
moral ; becauſe, owing to the inexpli- 
cable 
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cable union between ſoul and body, the 
ſoul may, and muſt be ſound and com- 
pleat in all her powers ; and yet the 
man may be an idiot, or a lunatic ; juſt 
as the animal ſpirits may have no de- 
fe, and yet the man may be blind, 
dumb, and deaf, through a total or tem- 
porary obſtruction in theſe particular 
organs. The ſoul, in virtue of this u- 
nion, is under neceſſity of receiving 
impreſſions from bodily organs; and if 
theſe are diſordered, the impreſſions 
cannot be juſt, and the foul can no 
more diſengage herſelf from theſe falſe 
ideas, than ſhe can uncaſe herſelf of the 


human frame; and the ſounds that ha- 


raſs a perſon in the rage of a fever, are 
as real to the ſoul as ever the diſcharge 

of cannon, or peals of thunder, in time 

ot health. And owing to this wonder- 
ful union, this mental derangement can 
be brought on alike, by violence againſt 
the material frame, as by fevers, blows 
on the head, nareolic medicines, &c. 
or violence againſt the ſoul, —as exceſs 


of 
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of grief, of fear, of joy, anger, deep 
thought, &c.; and conſiſts of various 
degrees, and ſometimes only in one 
point, that if we converſe at large with 
ſuch perſons, we are charmed with their 
good ſenſe; bur let us introduce ſome 
particular ſubject, and anon, they are 
irrational and deranged. When madneſs 
is pretty much confirmed, ſometimes 
the human ſoul reſumes the govern- 
ment of the animal ſpirits and bodily 
orgons, for a little while; and theſe are 
called lucid intervals; which proves 
that the defect lies in the material frame, 
and not in the ſoul. By the bye, mad- 
neſs attended with fever, conſtant or 
periodical (nature's ſtruggle to throw 
off the peccant humour that cauſes the 
delirium), affords greater hopes of re- 
covery, than where no fever comes 
along. 

Whatever epithet we afhx to reaſon, 
if by it we underſtand wiſdom, know- 
ledge, judgment, or underſtanding, yet 
a vaſt field opens before us, while we 

admire 
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admire the inventions of men. And the 
firſt we mention, is language and let- 
ters. For, though language, no doubt, at 
firſt was given to Adam in Paradiſe; 
where he gave names to all cattle; and 
which firſt language continued to be 
ſpoken for eighteen hundred years. 
Yet, when the confuſion of tongues 
took place at the building of Babel, {till 
the ſame characters might have been 
continued by the ſpeakers of the new 
tongues ; as the greateſt part of the Eu- _ 
ropean nations docs at this day ule the 
Roman alphabet, to expreſs their va- 
rious languages. It is true, Turkey in 
Europe, and Ruſſia, have alphabets of 
their own. But at firſt their invention 
not only multiplied the languages, but 
diverſified the letters; that the diſſimi- 
larity was as great between the type, as 
the tongue. They alſo differed greatly 
in the direction of the line; while ſome 
wrote from right to left, as the He- 


brews, &c.; others from left to right, 
as 
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as the Greeks *, Latins, &c.; and ſome 
from head to foot, as the Chineſe ; but 
I know of none that wrote from the 
toot upwards, Nor are we to imagine 
that there 1s no language ſpoken in the 
world at this day, that was not at firſt 
-uſed amongſt the confounded builders 
of Babel. Now, though the firſt deſign 
of Providence, in confounding their 
language, was to ſcatter the nations 
abroad the earth; yet, by it he had al- 
ſo a kind deſign in future , to unite 
the ſcattered nations in one religion, 
_ © the religion of Jeſus, 


What a noble invention is letters, by 
which the ſages of antiquity can inſtruct 
the lateſt poſterity, and men can con- 
verſe with their friends through the ha- 
bitable globe ! It is an excellent inven- 

; | tion, 


— 


*The Greeks are ſaid by ſome, once to have written 
from right to left, like the Hebrew; but how they, and 
they only, ſhould make ſuch a material change, I cannot 
comprehend. Vide Robertſon's Hebrew Grammar. 


+ Acts ii. $,-I1, 
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tion, in which all nations are agreed to 
contrive certain characters, types, or 
letters, to which they affix certain pow- 
ers or ſounds; and which, when joined 
together, form ſyllables and words, which 
always convey the ſame meaning in that 
language to which they belong. And 
as the Grecian empire ſucceeded the 
Eaſtern or Perſian, and was ſucceeded 
by the Weſtern or Roman, ſo the Greek 
alphabet came neareſt to the Roman, 
in figure, of any of the Oriental alpha- 
bets; and ſeveral of its types and words 
are to be found even in the Engliſh. 
language. But: what muſt ſtamp the 
greateſt glory on this invention (what- 
ever the language be), is, that the vo- 
lumes of Revelation are thus commu- 
nicated to men; whereby divine myſ- 
teries are brought to light, the doors of 
heaven thrown open, and eternity, with 

all its wonders, brought in view. 
Another great advantage of commit- 
ting language to writing (whether on 
tables of braſs, or ſtone, or parchment, 
-” of 


METAPHYSICAL MAXIMS. 67 


or paper), 1s, that the wiſdom, inven- 
tions, and improvements of the firſt 
ages, are tranſmitted to all future ge- 
nerations. Now, improvement is pro- 
greſſive; for reaſon is not like inſtinct, 
that admits of no addition, of no ex- 
tenſion. But in what a glorious light 
muſt the human ſoul appear; ſince the 
inventions of ſome men not only pro- 
mote the happineſs, but excite the ad- 
miration of their fellow creatures! The 
Philoſopher, the Legiſlator, the Aſtro- 
nomer, the Mathematician, the Lim- 
ner, the Artiſt, &c. ſurely have ſome - 
thing about tbem more than mere mat- 
ter. The noble muſeums, all over Eu- 
rope, muſt aſtoniſh every beholder at 
the admirable productions of art, as well 
as of nature; yea, what force of ge- 
nius is diſplayed in many different 
branches of manufacture! And mecha- 
nics diſpute the garland with ſome of 
the more liberal arts. 

By reaſon, we can be confirmed in 


our belief of ſome things ſo ſtrongly, 
that . 
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that no ſophiſtry, no falſe arguing can 
ſtagger us. Such as, that the whole 1s 
more than a part, that the cauſe mult 
precede the effect, and that thinking 
can never be attributed to matter. Man 
has often been called a Microcoſin, a lit- 
tle world ; and when his reaſon 1s di- 
vinely illuminated, his foul may well 
be called a little heaven, in whoſe ho- 
rizon all the divine perfections ſparkle. 
Though, through univerſal depravity, 
and the corruption of manners, reli- 
gion is ſtamped with opprobrium, and 
virtue with diſeſteem, yet, as reaſon is 
the higheſt ornament of human nature, 

10 religion is the brighteſt ornament of 
reaſon; and the acts, ſtatutes, and laws 
of all civilized nations, have, for their 
ultimate end, the ſuppreſſion of vice 
and immorality, and the encourage- 
ment of ſobriety and virtue. 


With wonder we may ſee the powers 
of the ſoul attracted by the perfections 
of Deity, and what ample ſcope the en- 

lightened 
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lightened ſoul ſhall find for her every 
faculty 1n a future ſtate, in an inviſible 
world, none can tell. But how lament- 
able, to ſee human ſouls, by attention 
to trifles, ſhrivelled up to the ſize of 
periſhing things! For there are ſome; 
alas ! there are many, who never dart 
a thought beyond this preſent ſtate of 
exiſtence ; and yet are the men that 
make a great figure on this mortal 
ſtage, and are imitated with admira- 
tion, accoſted with flattery, or beheld 
with envy. But the acquiſition of 
wealth, or conqueſt of kingdoms, 1s 
but mean employment for an immor- 
tal foul, | 2 


If we can prove that the ſoul, from 
her own native ſpirituality, has an ap- 
titude to hold communion with the in- 
viſible God, it ſets it above doubt, that 
the ſoul and matter are as diſtinct as 
heaven and earth, as light and dark- 
neſs. And though the generality of 
mankind {ſhould know nothing of this 

noble 
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noble attainment, yet that militates no- 
thing againſt the poſition, but is rather 
a proof that a mighty change has taken 
place in the rational world, to the 
worſe, by the introduction of moral 
evil, through the fall of our firſt pa- 
rents. Juſt ſo, though a man ſhould 
become blind, ſtill his eye, in its very 
figure and humours, has an aptnelſs, 
were all obſtructions removed, to col- 
let and convey the rays of light, or 
the images to the optic nerve. What 
a grand view has the enlightened ſoul 
of the pious philoſopher, or rather of 
the humble Chriſtian, of all the eſſen- 
tial glories and divine perfections of 
Deity, as far as revealed in the ſcrip- 
tures; and who feels after God as his 
chief good, and centre of eternal reſt! 
Now, ſeparate this ſoul only as far from 
God as matter, and no language can 
deſcribe the ſtate of his mind. All the 
heavenly beauties diſappear, and no- 
thing but groſs darkneſs ſurrounds him. 
How ſad then their ſituation, who ſhall 

be 
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be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion from his preſence, and the glory of 
his power! I atk, Can matter, however 
finely modified, rejoice at the remem- 
brance of divine holineſs, depend on 
divine power, confide in divine faith- 
fulneſs, acquieſce in the divine govern- 
ment of the world, believe divine om- 
niſcience, be filled with lively awe at 
divine omnipreſence, and venerate and 
adore the divine excellence and perfec- 
lions? 


Another thing remarkable in the hu- 
man ſoul is, willing corporeal and 
mental actions. And though there be 
many operations in the animal cecono- | 
my above the controul of the human 
ſoul, as the circulation of the blood, 
and ſecretion of the fluids ; nor can it 
diveſt itſelf of hearing, ſeeing, ſmelling, 
taſting, feeling ; yet, how entertaining 
to ſee with what expedition and alacri- 
ty the will is obeyed; and, as an A- 
poſtle expreſſes it, the ſubſerviency of 

every 
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every member to one another is ſo ex- 
act, that there is no ſchiſm in the bo- 
dy; and ſcarce has the mind formed an 
expreſſion, but the voice communicates 
it to all at hand. Thus we may ſee, by 
the by, what a noble gift the human 
voice is, by which one man can inſtruct 
or entertain thouſands at once, and com- 
municate his mind to many as well as 
to few. And an articulate voice, with 
a rational ſoul, is beſtowed on men a- 
lone; for, though ſome creatures, as 
parrots, magpies, ſtirlings, can be taught 
to ſpeak and ſing, ſtill they can make 
no ſelection of propriety in their ſub- 
ject, of idea or connection in their 
theme; but juſt what they daily hear, 
ſenſe or nonſenſe, they repeat by rote “. 

Though 


* As the noble faculty of ſpeech is conferred only on 
man, what a pity that it ſhould be debaſed to profane ſwear- 
ing! But as no words can be found ſtrong enough in lan- 
guage to exhibit the folly, the-guſtleſs gratification, the im- 
morality, and ill- manners of profane oaths, ſo no ſenſible 
perſon will indulge himſelf in it. 

As ſome of the author's much-eſteemed acquaintance, at 

times 
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Though the power of articulating 
be natural to the human ſpecies, yet 
language is the gift of Heaven; for, 
let a child be brought up without 
hearing any language at all, he muſt 
be as ignorant of every language, as a 
child born and brought up in Great 
Britain, would be of French, Italian, 
or Arabic. Yet, through length of 
time, ſuppoſe a party of ſuch mates 
(if I may ſo call them) were to live 
together, they might form a ſort of 
gibberiſh, by which they might make 
a ſhift to underſtand one another. 


It is as eſſential to the ſoul to be 
ſtill thinking, as for a living creature 
to breathe, And the unconſcious mo- 
ments, that ſometimes ſeem to overtake 
us, ariſe rather from our not think- 
ing in a regular plan, or on a parti- 
D cular 


times may be apt to forget themſelves, the above hint is, 
in the moſt reſpectful manner, offered as a caution to 
them; to be more and more on their guard, and as a 
modeſt proteſt againſt the practice. 
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cular ſubje&, or not committing our 
thoughts to memory, than from our 
ſouls ceaſing to think. And here we 
may ſee how ſome perſons ſeldom or 
never dream, while others dream eve- 
ry night. Either the impreſſions of 
their thoughts in ſleep are ſtronger, 
or their memories more retentive than 
the others. When perſons are much 
occupied in buſineſs through the day, 
eſpecially if they are anxiouſly engaged 
in it, they are apt to dream greatly in 
the night. Thus, ſays Solomon, «© A 
dream comes through the multitude 
© of buſineſs.” Yet, it cannot be de- 
nied, that ſome dreams have been by 
the miniſtry of angels, and not to be 
ranked among that croud of reveree, 
which paſs through the mind while 
the judgment is ſuſpended by the per- 
ſon's being aſleep. | 


| 


Another mental operation which 
we can will, is, thinking or medita- 
ting on a certain ſubject, and in a re- 

IT gular 
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gular plan. Thus, a perſon alone can 
converſe with the ages before the 
flood, or with laſt days of time. He 
can exult at the creation of worlds, 
and feel in the diſſolution of nature. 
Now, whether ſhall it moſt excite our 
pity, or rouſe our indignation, to ſee 
men reduce a rational ſoul into mere 
matter; a ſoul poſſeſſed of ſuch noble 
powers as may aſtoniſh us? How vaſt 
is that reach of thought, and ſtretch 
of conception, that can incloſe ſuch 
an expanſe, that all creation is to it 
but a point; and yet this expanſe is 
but a point, or leſs than a point, to 
the divine infinitude That thought 
that can ſhoot forth through ſuch a 
duration, that millions of years are to 
it but a moment, and yet this dread- 
ful duration is not a moment to eter- 
nity ! For the greateſt numbers that 
can be named, are but ſo much time, 
and time bears no proportion to eter- 
nity. The ſwifteſt motion we know 


is that of comets, in their perihelion, 
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or when neareſt the ſun; but how 
{low and languid to thought, that ſteps 
from earth to the moſt diſtant ſtars, 
darts from pole to pole, ſprings from 
ſyſtem to ſyſtem, and flies from hea- 


ven to hell in a moment ! 


Without judgment and memory, 
we could arrive at no knowledge, ei- 


ther in languages, arts, or ſciences. 


Without memory, we could retain 
nothing ; and therefore, after applica- 
tion to any ſtudy for months or years, 
we {ſhould juſt be as wiſe as when we 
began, Hence we infer, that, in the 
decline of life, when the animal ſpi- 
rits grow languid, and there is a laſ- 
ſitude ſeizing on the whole human 
frame, it is very improper to begin 
our ſtudies. 

Though there be degrees of memo- 


ry, yet it is a gift common to all 


mankind; and by it we can recal ma- 
ny paſt events, and when to us at 
the time entirely loſt, we revolve in 

| our 
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our mind whatever we can recollect 
in our memory; like turning over 
the pages of a book for ſome particu- 
lar ſentence, till we recover what we 
ſeek, or find that it has entirely e- 
ſcaped our memory. Without judg- 
ment to ſee the connection of things, 
and to arrange every thing in its pro- 
per place, our intellect would be like 
the chaos, devoid of light and beauty, 
of order and utility, But where a 
fold judgment and a ſtrong memory 
unite, what a ſtore of uſeful know- 
ledge muſt be found there; and to 
whatever particular branch of ſcience 
his predilection ſhall lead him, how 
muſt it be improved, and he excel in 


it! What, I aſk theſe gentlemen, in 


matter bears the leaſt analogy to me- 
mory in man? Are there not ſome 
men that can converſe in ſeveral li- 
ving languages, and tranſlate the 
deacl ? Thar are perfect maſters of the 


various ſyſtems of philoſophy, aſtro- 


nom, &c. ; and, in a word, have in 
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their memory the ſubſtance of more 
volumes than a horſe could carry ? 
One of the Roman emperors could re- 
peat the names of his whole army, 
which would have filled whole reams 
of paper. Mithredates 1s ſaid to have 
{ſpoken twenty-twoditterentlanguages; 
and Lord Thomas Cromwell could re- 
peat Eraſmus' Latin Teſtament with- 
out book. One thing is remarkable, 
that there is no overcharging memory; 
when ten thouſand things are com- 
mitted to memory, you may commit 
ten thouſand more, and ſo on for 
ever; nor is it becauſe we remember 
one thing, that we forget another. 
Though memory is a mental faculty, 
and belongs mutually to the foul and 
animal ſpirits ; yet, from that inexpli- 
cable union that ſubſiſts between ſoul 
and body, when the body begins to 
fail, the ſoul, or the animal ſpirits, 
cannot exert rhemſelves in that line; 
and ſo the memory fails, which 1s al- 


ſo the caſe with all the other faculties. 
But 
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But what an excellent companion muſt 
that man be, whoſe memory 1s ſtored 

with uſeful knowledge, and intereſt · 

ing events, if he chuſes to communi- 
cate them! Yea, ſuch a perſon may 
beguile the ſolitary hours, and enter- 
tain himſelf alone, Here we muſt 
likewiſe obſerve, that, according to 
the faint or deep impreſſions any thing 
makes on us, ſo it is ſoon forgot, or 
long remembered. Thus, the daily 
occurrences of things common in life, 
are generally ſhort-lived, while grand, 

- uncommon, and intereſting events 
make long impreſſions. 


Though ſome of the paſſions of the 
human ſoul are the ſame that are to 
be found in ſome brutes, yet there is 
a controul in the rational mind over 
the paſſions, which no inferior crea- 
tures can attain to; as there is alſo a 
wide difference in the origin, or cauſe 
of their paſſions. For, as the ſpirit of 
beaſts is matter, ſo nothing but mat- 
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ter can excite their paſſions. They 
can neither have love or hatred, joy 
or fear, from any thing immaterial, | 
and which is neither felt nor ſeen in 
any reſpect. That forge, or natural 
affection, which ſome of them have to 
a very great degree, is ſo much like 
matter 12 motion, that whenever the 
impelling force ceaſes, theſe feelings 
and affections remain at reſt for ever. 
But among the human race, ſome ſuf- 
ferers go mourning to their grave. 


Love is the nobleſt paſſion in the 
human breaſt, to which nothing in 
matter bears any reſemblance. At- 
traction may -bring bodies together, 
but cannot make them .occupy each 
others orbit, or become centres to 
one another ; but love can put one 
perſon in the room of another, even 
to danger and death. Nevertheleſs, 
the ſoul is exalted or debaſed, accord- 
ing to the object of its love. To love 


our ſpecies (though ſome of them 
v7 ſhould 
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mould be ſlaves), is humane; to love 
our country, is like a patriot ; to love 
our friends, is natural; ro love our 
benefactors, is grateful ; to love vir- 
tue, is to act the Chriſtian; to love 
our enemies, is heavenly; and to love 


God, is to be like the angels of light. 


As for Anger, it is ſo derogatory to 
the dignity of human nature (that is 
what human nature once was, and 
what it ſhould always be), ſo repug- 
nant to human felicity, and ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with human prudence (ſeeing 
it reſts only in the boſom of fools), 
that the leſs it is known in the world, 
the better. Every thing that ſprings 
from this bitter fountain, wrath, en- 
vy, hatred, malice, muſt he poiſon» 
ous. Yet, under proper regulations, 
even anger 18 ſometimes uſeful in hu- 
man life, and has no ſimilitude to re- 
pulſion in matter. 


The rational ſoul is alſo capable of 
D 5 Joy, 
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Joy, that the moſt ſubtle matter knows 
nothing of, There have been un- 
doubted inſtances of ſome men, that, 
at certain ſeaſons, have been filled 
with joys ſo exalted and refined, that 
they ſeemed a-kin to the joys of Pa- 
radiſe, where human diſaſters, and 
mortal pains, are known no more ; 
Joys ſo truly triumphant, that the tor- 
menting flame, applied to the body, 
could not abate them. Nothing in 
matter can be found ſimilar to this, 
nor in the brute creation; for though 
ſome of the moſt ſagacious of them 
can at times diſcover ſigns of felicity 
or fondneſs, yet theſe emotions are al- 
ways raiſed from ſenſible objects, and 
never from any thing abfent, once 
forgotten, or immaterial. 


Again, the human foul can feel An- 
guiſh to the moſt excruciating degree; 
ſuch a degree as is an indubitable 
proof of its immortality. For nothing 
leſs than immortal could ſuſtain un- 

der 


* 
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der ſuch a weight of anguiſh, that the 
body, though not the firſt ſufferer, yer, 
from its union to the ſoul, is brought 
to the duſt of death, while this men- 
tal diſtreſs either brings on ſome waſt- 
ing diſeaſe, or drives the unhappy ſuf- 
ferers to ſuch extremity, that they fi- 
niſh their preſent ſtate of exiſtence, if 
poſſible, to fly from themſelves. Say, 
Can a ſoul that can boaſt of nothing 
but mere inert matter, feel in ſuch a 
ſuperlative manner? View matter in 

every ſtate, in every form, and un- 

der every proceſs, and it may excite 
wonder, and rouſe admiration ; but 
can it call forth your tender feelings, 
and harrow up your very fouls? On 
the other hand, walk through the cells 
of a mad-houſe, and ſee what deep me- 
lancholy, and pungent forrow pain 
you, from the eyes of the infane! And 
filently reflect, how miſerable, beyond 
deſcription, muſt be the ſtate of fu- 
ture woe, where every thing that can 


render wretched is in the extreme; 
D 6 and 
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and every ray of hope, every proſpect 
of future deliverance, is for ever gone ! 
For as the ſhame of a degraded ſera- 
phim, or the anguiſh of a fallen arch- 
angel, muſt be felt by them in a 
ſtronger degree, than by ſpirits leſs 
noble in their nature, or leſs exalted 


in the ſcale of being; as a crowned 
head reduced to begging, muſt have 


feelings which a gang of Egyptian 
mendicants, or begging gypſies could 
know nothing of. So, after death, 
men being in many reſpects like ſpi- 
Tits or angels, will feel theſe heavenly 
Joys, or infernal torments, make deep- 
er impreſſions on them, than theſe joys 
or torments could do in time. For 


inſenſibility is the fin, the curſe, and 


the charadtergſtic of fallen creatures 
now ; but then, as the powers are 
more expanded, and the faculties more 


enlarged, ſo they are capacited to re- 


ceive greater degrees of happineſs, or 
of anguiſh; therefore there will be 
different degrees of felicity or woe a- 

mong 


! 
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mong the ſpirits adjudged to either 
ſtate, though every ſpirit and ſoul will 
be brimful in their ſeveral ſtates. 

Moreover, the human ſoul can be 
delighted and charmed with harmo- 
nious notes, and fretted with jarring 
ſounds, with inſignificant tumult and 
noiſe ; but to matter, all percuſſions of 
the air are alike. Nay, the moſt. ſa- 
gacious of the brute ſpecies cannot be 
entertained with objects, from their 
beautiful colours, noble grandeur, or 
nice proportion. 


Another, and moſt noble faculty of 
the human ſoul, is Conſcience, to 
which there is nothing ſimilar in mat- 
ter; for matter can never think, but 
thinking is eſſential to conſcience. 
We have ſeen that matter can have no 
aſſociation of impulſes; but con- 
ſcience can reflect, and ſo muſt exer- 
ciſe memory; can compare actions, 
and excuſe or condemn. In a word, 
as the Deputy of Heaven, in every 

| human 
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human breaſt, Chriſtian or Heathen, 
its voice mu be heard. 

If the materialiſts will pay no atten- 
tion to conſcience, calm and unruf- 
fled, let them attend a little to an a- 
wakened conſcience, and ſee if it does 
not exceed whatever ſtorm can be 
raiſed by agitated matter. Arrayed 
in tremendous majeſty, it commands 
an awe through the whole ſoul. The 
loudeſt thunders are but gentle whiſ- 
pers to its reproofs ; and the ſtings of 
ſcorpions but light touches to its ſe- 
verer laſhes. The treaſures of kings 
cannot bribe it, nor the threats of roy- 
alty ſtlence it. Darkneſs, that ſtops 
the carnage on the field of battle, and 
ſhelters the trembling fugitives from 
the fire of the foe, is of no ſervice here. 
Light, ſo pleaſant to the generality of 
creatures, 18 irkſome to a troubled 
conſcience. Even ſleep, that univerſal 
balm to worn out nature, is a ſtranger 
here.: Its teſtimony is better than a 
thouſand witneſſes, and has ſometimes 
brought 
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brought to light ſecrets concealed from 
every human eye. In ſhort, the ment- 
al ſtorm, by this enraged, this inex- 
orable tormenter, ſometimes grows to 
ſuch an height, that the ſufferer can 
ſtand it no longer ; but, to eſcape from 


himſelf, finiſhes his preſent ſtate of 
exiſtence, 


But, paſſing other things, I ſhall 
mention a ſingular property of the 
human ſoul, ſupported by inconteſted 
facts, which is, That it can be impreſſed 
with forebodings of danger and death, 
Though no regard is to be paid to that 
gloomy and melancholy claſs of mor- 
tals, that are always predicting miſe- 
ries to themſelves or others, from their 
dreams and ominous incidents; yet, 
what I ſpeak of, has befallen ſolid, ſen- 
fible, rational, philoſophical, and re- 
ligious characters; and is a proof that 
there is a world of ſpirits which can 
act upon one another without a ma- 
terial medium. 

Here 
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Here the diſembodied ſtate breaks 
in on our thoughts ; and we, who be- 
lieve the immortality of the ſoul, 
ought not to turn pale at the proſ- 
pet. Though we conſiſt of ſpirit, as 
well as of body, yet our ignorance of 
a world of ſpirits 1s very great.. Two 
things, however, ſeem to be for ever 
debarred from men and angels; to wit, 


ſolitude and annihilation. He who ne- 


ceſſarily exiſts, is pleaſed to preſerve 
in being for ever, ſun, moon, and 


ſtars, how much more men and an- 


gels, who can hold communion with. 
himſelf, through eternal ages ! Again, 
2. To make every rational being ſo- 
cial ; ſo that there is not one ſolitary 
ſpirit among all the ranks of intelli- 
gent creatures. Yea, in ſpite of the 
dreams of Unitarians, there is in the 
Godhead a Trinity of Perſons, whoſe 
Unity in Eſſence, Unanimity of Ope- 
ration, and Mutual Communication 


muſt afford a Felicity to each Divine 


Perſon, of which no created intelli- 
gence 
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gence can form a proper conception. 
Then, if angels and the ſouls of men 
have ſociality in their very natures, 
there muſt be modes of mutual com- 
munication among them; otherwiſe 
their ſociety muſt be ideal, not real: 
And, if their ſociety be perfect, as it 
muſt be, they muſt be intimately 
known to one another; and to this 
end, they muſt be able to difcern one 
ſpirit from another. Now, to us who 
dwell in clay, and are ſo converſant 
with material things, difficulties croud 
before us how theſe things can be, 
But to ſuppoſe that the angels can- 
not know one another, and cannot 
converſe with one another, is to make 
them inferior to the human race, even 
in this imperfect ſtate, who, in many 
reſpects, are their ſuperiors ; and diſ- 
embodied ſouls are in many points 
like the angels; therefore they too 
muſt &now and conver/e with one ano- 
ther. From things then that fall dai- 
ly under our eye, we {hall venture a 

conjectur S 
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conjecture on this ſubject, and let the 
reader judge for himſelf. Among men 
there is ſuch a likeneſs, as diſtin- 
guiſhes them from all other creatures; 
and yet there is ſuch a copious variety 
in their niceſt ſimilitude, as diſtin- 
guiſhes one individual from another, 
not to ſpeak of Laplanders, Negroes, 
Hottentots, and Indians, but of the 
inhabitants of the European nations. 
And we find this difference, 1. In the 
figure or ſhape of their bodies; 2. 
Not to ſpeak of their colour or com- 
plexion, in their mein, geſture, atti- 
tude, or motion in walking or run- 
ning; 3. In their voice; and, 4. In 
their viſage; that, notwithſtanding 
what has been ſaid of ſome twin-bro- 
thers, yet, in theſe reſpects, there ne- 
ver have appeared two quite alike. 
Even in what they acquire, there is a 
happy difference. Let a great many 
boys be taught by one writing- maſter; 
yet, when arrived at active life, not 
two of them ſhall write alike. Hence 

| the 
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the difficulty of counterfeiting ano- 
ther's hand, and the utility of every 
hand having its own peculiarity. A- 
gain, in their ſtile, or compoſition, 
you will find ſuch a difference among 
authors, though they agree in the 
great out lines, that a reader will be 
highly entertained with various eſſays 
on the ſame ſubject. Did we not dai- 
ly ſee it, it might ſeem next to im- 
poſſible, that, among ſo many mil- 
lions of human creatures, there ſhould 
be ſuch a difference in the features of 
the face, as enables us to diſtinguiſh 
one perſon from another, and yet the 
componant parts (brow, eyes, noſe, 
.cheeks, mouth, and chin) ſo ſimilar 
in all. Hence I infer, that it is not 
impoſſible for the Infinite Creator to 
pourtray on millions of ſpirits, by the 
arrangement of their faculties and paſ- 
ſions, ſuch a diſtinction as makes them 
eaſily known to one another, and from 
one another. As a limner may diver- 
ſify the ſame picture to a great extent, 


by 
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its ſhades, or different gradations of 
colouring, ſo the great Creator of all 
beings may beſtow on angels, who all 
excel in ſtrength, a gradation in might 
and power, till the higheſt ſhall be a 
Gabriel, the ftrength of God, that is the 
brighteſt inſtance of divine power be- 
ſtowed on a created intelligence. Like- 
wiſe, they may differ in wiſdom, tho' 
the lowelt in their ſcale muſt be an 
oracle for wiſdom, compared with the 
wiſeſt of men. Therefore, as we know 
one perſon from another, by the dif- 
ference- in their ſtature; ſo, by the 
gradations of their perfections (and 
yet none of them has any imperfec- 
tion), the angels may know, and be 
known to one another. Moreover, the 
very combination of their powers or 
faculties, though we cannot compre- 
hend it, may mark every individual 
in the claſs of angels. Theſe bleſſed 
ſpirits who, in Job, are called the 
morning ſtars, may reſemble the ſtars 
in another ſenſe, in that they emit 

| various 
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various coloured beams, yet ſtill every 
one 1s all beauty and brightneſs. But 
whatever difference may be found a- 
mong the angels, it will argue no de- 
fect, more than a difference in the 
human face and voice, can be a proof 
of imperfection. 

Now, ſince we are, as it were, con- 
verſing with a world of ſpirits, let us 
reflect, what a majeſtic, noble, and 
intereſting ſight it will be for a ſoul, 
juſt unclothed of clay, to lift up its 
eye (and an eye ſuitable to that ſtate 
it will have), on thouſands and ten 
thouſands of ſpirits, all employed, to 
eternity, in concerns of the higheſt 
moment, to which the ſtruggles of roy- 
alty for crowns and kingdoms, bear 
no proportion, and created with ſuch 
a diſpoſition of powers, ſuch an ar- 
rangement of properties, as will di- 
ſtinguiſh them from one another for 
ever. And ſuch a proſpect is juſt wait- 
ing us, on the back of death. 

The ſecond thing we would attend 

to 
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to a little here, is, how ſpirits con- 
verſe or communicate their ideas to 
one another. And indeed the mate- 
rial and ſpiritual worlds ſeem only to 
differ in their organs and mediums of 
communication; for, in either, it is 
the ſpirit that ultimately acts on the 
ſpirit, and it ſeems as intelligible that 
pure ſpirits, that is, angels, and ſouls 
of men departed, ſhould impreſs one 
another, or communicate their ideas 
to each other, by the powers eſſential 
to themſelves, as by material organs 
and mediums, ſo oppoſite to the na- 
ture of a ſpirit. 

Various have been the methods in 
which the angels converſed with men 
of old. Sometimes in a bodily ſhape, 
as with Abraham, Lot, and jacob; 
ſometimes by a voice, as to young Sa- 
muel; and ſometimes in a dream, as 
to Jeremiah, Joſeph, &c. Now, when 
the meſſage was delivered in a dream, 
the angelic ſpirit impreſſed the hu- 


man ſoul, without the inſtrumentality 
of 
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of medium or organ, while the man 
was faſt aſleep. Therefore, if an an- 
gel can converſe with a ſoul while u- 
nited to matter, without medium or 
organ, it is plain that they can con- 
verſe with them in the diſembodied 
ſtate, without any difficulty. The an- 
gels, under the name of morning ſtars, 
and ſons of God, are ſaid to ſing to- 
gether, and ſhout for joy at the foun- 
dation of the world. Now, this morn- 
ing hymn of creation muſt be audible 
to all the heavenly multitude, ſince 
they all bore a part in the concert. 
Some of the angels, in ſcripture, have 
names which refer to {ome particular 
property, of which they are poſſeſſed, 
as Gabriel, Michael, Now, what one 
or two angels have, all the angelic 
hoſts may have. And, though we can- 
not comprehend it, yet infinite power, 
and infinite wiſdom, can ſo diſpoſe the 
faculties of every intelligent being, as 
will make the diſſimilarity as great a- 
mong them, as that which prevails in 

the 
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the features of the human face. Vea, 
though the difference ſhould be ne- 
ver ſo ſmall, yet ſo accute is the know- 
ledge of theſe pure ſpirits, that they 


ſhall eaſily perceive it, which is ſuffi. 
cient for them. In a word, though 


we muſt remain much in the dark, 
with reſpect to the manner how they 


know, and are known from one ano- 


ther, yet, from the wiſdom and good- 


neſs of their Creator, from the per- 


fection of their nature, and from the 
happineſs of their ſtate, we may be 
aſſured chat it is ſo with them. The 
caſe is the ſame with reſpect to the 


apoſtate angels, who, by their fall, 


loſt only their innocence, and moral 


rectitude (an irreparable loſs indeed), 


but none of the properties eſſential to 
a ſpirit. And this mutual knowledge, 


and mutual communication, as it 


heightens the felicity of holy angels, 
and the ſpirits of departed ſaints, fo it 
augments the anguiſh of the devils 
and the damned, 


I beg 
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I beg leave to make one conjecture 
here, which is this, That as the great 
Creator has made a material, though 
very ſubtile medium for conveying 
fights and ſounds to the inhabitants 
of the globe, which is ſo abſolutely 
necellary for every purpoſe, and eve- 
ry comfort of life, in their preſent 
ſtate of exiſtence ; ſo he may have 
created a ſpiritual medium, by means 
of which angels and human ſouls, 
when diſembadied, can communicate 
their ideas to one another, and ſo 
converſe together. And as our mate- 
rial medium extends as far round our 
globe as is neceſſary for the inhabi- 
tants thereof, ſo the ſpiritual medium 
may extend as far as univerſal nature; 
and farther angels cannot be ſent 
on meſſages, nor act as miniſtering 
ſpirits, where no being exiſts but Deity 
himſelf. Should it be objected, That 
ſuch a medium would difter nothing 
from a ſpirit itſelf. I anſwer, There 


is an eſſence proper to every ſpirit, 
E whether 
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whether angelic or human, beſides 
their faculties ; for, thaugh ſelf-con- 
ſciouſneſs, thinking, reaſoning, &c. 
be eſſential to every ſpirit, yet it does 
not follow, that ſpirits have no eſſence 
diſtint from their faculties, which 
are only powers to perform certain 
actions or exertions, peculiar to ſpi- 
rits. When a man falls into a faint- 
ing fit, or a ſwoon (deliquim anemi), 
he can neither think nor reaſon, nor 
have ſelf-conſciouſneſs ; but his ſoul, 
becauſe its eſſence is diſtin from the 
faculties, ſuffers nothing; nor even in 
a ſwoon ceaſes to be a living, acting, 
ſpirit. I grant, we cannot compre- 
hend what ſuch a medium is, nor can 
we comprehend what a ſpirit is, or 
what our own ſouls are. Then we ſee 
it is poſſible there may be ſuch a me- 
dium, extenſive as the ub: of ſpirits, by 
means of which they may communi- 
cate their minds to one another at very 
great diſtance, Even among men, 


without words or ſigns, we can ſur- 
vey 
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vey their inmoſt ſoul, while we ſee fu- 
ry flaſh from their eye, fear agitate their 
whole frame, joy /þar#le in their coun- 
tenance, and ſorrow /adden every fea- 
ture. Now, if, in the imperfect ſtate, 
one man can read the mind of ano- 
ther, by the eye, or ſome external 
ſigns, what may be expected among 
angels, that are ſo high in knowledge; 
and among happy human ſouls, who 

are then like the angels of light ? 
Suppoſe two friends, who have long 
lived at a diſtance, but have kept up 
a conſtant correſpondence with each 
other, ſhould change their ſituation, 
and dwell in the ſame city, or 1n the 
ſame houſe, could not they converſe 
as freely together (viva voce), by 
word of mouth, as by the medium of 
pen, ink, and paper, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of meſlenger or poſt? Juſt ſo, 
is it not more natural to think that a 
rational ſpirit can impreſs another ſpi- 
rit, in ſuch a manner as to communi- 
cate its ideas diſtinctly, without organ 
E 2 or 
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or medium, than that both theſe ſpi- 
rits, being embodied in organized 
matter, ſhould act reciprocally on each 
other ; firſt, the ſpirit communicating 
ideas to its own animal ſpirits ; then 
theſe animal ſpirits to the organs a- 
dapted to convey, by a proper me- 
dium, the ideas to the organs of that 
body animated by the other ſpirit ; 
and theſe organs, by the animal ſpi- 
Tits, give the idea ultimately to the 
rational ſoul? Where pure ſpirits 
(ſuch as angels and diſembodied ſouls 
of men) can impreſs pure ſpirit, muſt 
not the impreſſions be more perfect, 
and the communications more diſtinct, 
than where the medium can be di- 
ſturbed, the organs diſordered, and 
the animal ſpirits confuſed ? 

Again, good and evil angels, ac- 


cording to the ſcriptures, can * diſ- 
pute with one another, and therefore 
muſt communicate their ideas, or con- 


verſe together ; and, no doubt, they 
may 


* Jude, ver. 9. 
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may as eaſily do this, as contend, or 
fight againſt one“ another, as the in- 
ſpired volume informs us; and tho 
to figurative, emblematical, and pa- 
rabolical expreſſions in ſcripture, we 
are always to attend to the chief ſcope 
and meaning of the place ; yet nothing 
is ever advanced in ſimile, parable, or 
ſigure, that is impoſſible in the na- 
ture of things, or that never has, or 
never can take place; there fore we ſee 
there may be wars between angelic 
hoſts. But how it is carried on, whe- 
ther by oppoſing angelical energy to 
diabolical force, or by diſputation, 
wherein the heavenly principalities 
may object againſt the infernal powers, 
that whatever exiſts through univer- 
ſal nature, muſt ſubmit to the domi- 
nation of the Almighty Maker of all ; 
and that they, however much againſt 
their will, muſt alſo obey : To which, 
perhaps, they may recriminate, that 
their firſt offence did not deſerve ſo 
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ſevere a puniſhment as to be rendered 
miſerable in the extreme, without the 
leaſt proſpect of recovery; and that 
therefore they will oppoſe the Al- 


mighty and his kingdom, wherever 


they can. Bur whatever way the ren- 
counter is carried on, it muſt be ter- 
rible beyond deſcription ; ſince, if per- 
mitted, they could raiſe tempeſts that 
would make our earth a deſolated 
plain “, foreſts and cities, if not rocks 
and mountains, being ſwept along, 
and mingled in one univerſal ruin, 
while the inhabitants are buried in 
death. However, the holy angels have 
it always in their power to call in the 
help of an Omnipotent Auxiliary, and 
therefore are always victorious. Yet, 
ſuch is the power and malice of theſe 
mighty ſpirits, that whenever a new 
opportunity offers, they renew the 
battle with all the fury of conſum- 
mate deſpair, though conſcious that 
thereby they only add to their fin, 

| their 
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their ſhame, and their anguiſh. But 
though there is defeat, theie can be 
no death among the combatants that 
compole theſe immortal legions. | 
In a word, though it would be fool- 
iſh, in ſuch a depth of ignorance of 
the ſpiritual world, to fix the preciſe 
mode of communication that - takes 
place among angels and diſembodied 
ſpirits, yet we may reſt aſſured, that 
they have a method of communicating 
their minds to one another clearly, 
which is a property the moſt ſubtile 
matter was never poſſeſſed of. And, 
as No man 1s aſhamed of having a ra- 
tional ſoul, why ſhould any rational 
foul be athamed of immortality, by 
which he ſerves himfelf heir of the 
glories and fclicities of che eternal 
{tate? What heart-felt joy, and ſub- 
lime ſatisfaction, muſt it afford to 
diſembodied ſpirits in the perfect ſtare, 
that angels and they can converſe to- 
gether ! And who can tell what ama- 
zing depths of knowledge the angels 
E 4 may 
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may communicate to them! And, as 
far as permitted, they may announce 
to them the grand events that take 
place in the lower world; and, when 
the happy period arrives, proclaim to 
them the final overthrow of Popith 
Deluſion, Mahometan Impoſture, and 
Pagan Idolatry, and the Glory of the 
Church in the Millennium State. 

But how will human ſouls, in the 
diſembodied ſtate, riſe indignant a- 
gainſt themſelves, for their keen pur- 


ſuit of tranſitory trifles; while truths 


of ſuch moment, realities of ſuch 
magnitude, were wholly overlooked, 
till for ever hid from their eyes! 


Finally, Matter can never move it- 
ſelf, but is totally inert, in the fulleſt 
meaning of the word; but the human 
ſoul can move itſelf, can apply its 
thoughts to any ſubject, as often as it 
will. Matter can have no aſſociation 
of impulſes, but the human mind can 

have 
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have an aſſociation of ideas; therefore, 
mind and matter are not the ſame. 
But (ſay theſe gentlemen) attrac- 
« tion and repulſion are the alone pro- 
« perties of matter, which, playing 
« upon the nerves, produce ſenſations 
ce that are the cauſes of thought, and 
are alike in mind and matter.“ Well, 
grant that there is in Eternity, Infi- 
nity, Omniſcience, &c. ſome attrac- 
tive property that draws my thoughts 
towards them, but I can alſo think 
on non entity, on nothing ;. now, the 
moſt obſtinate materialiſts will never 
have the effrontery to affirm, that a 
power of attracting or repelling, or 
any power whatever, reſides in no- 
thing; therefore the whole of their ar- 
guments for the materialiſm of ſouls, 
muſt go for nothing, and can have 
no more power to perſuade the reader 
into a belief of their ſcheme, than non-- 
entity can have to attract the cogita- 


tive faculty of the human mind to- 
wards itſelf. 
ES If. 
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If the abſurdities, the glaring abſur- 
dities that are inſeparable from mate- 
rialiſm, do not beget in the breaſt of 
every reader, not only a rooted diſ- 
belief, but a rivetted diſguſt of this 
doctrine, I ſhould be apt to infer, that 
their own ſoul was elevated but a lit- 
tle above matter, and had too much 
affinity to the dregs, the filth, the re- 
fuſe, the caput mortuum of the whole 
creation, that could barter his immor- 
tality (the boaſt of angels, and the 
glory of the rational world, yea, at- 
tributed excluſively to Deity himſelf *) 
for a dead ſleep in the lap of annihi- 
lation. 

Finally, 


* x Tim. vi. 15. Since angels and ſouls of men are 
immortal, how is God ſaid only to have immortality ? 
Very properly, if we conſider that angels and ſouls of men 
are im ortal by the bounty of their Creator; He from 
the perfection of his own nature. Again, they muſt be 
upheld in their immortality, otherwiſe they ſhould return 
to nothing; but He is independent in all his perfections. 
And, laſtly, they are immortal only from the moment of 
their creation; but He from all ever more, 
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Finally, We have ſeen that the doc- 
trine of the materialiſm muſt fall at e- 
very hand; but I am not aſhamed to 
ſay, that our folly will dwarf even the 
gigantic folly of materialiſts them- 
ſelves, if we believe the immortality 
of our ſouls, and yet give ourſelves 
no concern where they ſhall be lodged, 
or how employed after death. 
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Arn Will, it is as ne- 
ceſſary in the rational world, as gra- 
vity in the material. Without it, e- 
very thing would reel in confuſion, 
and nothing but anarchy and diſorder 
would univerſally prevail. 


Maxim I. 


As, on the one hand, where there 
is no law binding a reaſonable crea- 
ture, there can be no tranſgreſſion; ſo, 
on the other hand, F a rational crea- 
ture is created with un incapacity, or 
inability, of giving obedience to that 
law, there can be no tranſgreſſion. 

There muſt be a correſpondent fit- 
neſs between the law demanding, and 

| | the 
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the ſubjects yielding obedience. The 
law muſt not only reſpect things 59 
ſible, but things profitable and lovely; 
that it may be a perfect law, and not 
the caprice of a tyrant ; and the ſub- 
Jes muſt have a freedom of will, 
that their obedience may be cordial, 
and accepted. 


Max1n II. 


Liberty of choice is as eflential to 
the human will, as immateriality to 
the human ſoul. And, as divifibility 
deſtroys the ſoul, ſo conftraint deſtroys 
the will; but the will can never be 
conſtrained. 1 

A perſon may be compelled to do a 
thing againſt his will, but the will 
can never be forced. No creature can 
do it, no arguments can do it; for, 


if bia bar i he may change 


his opinianF but ſtill with /reedom of 
will he relinquiſhes his former view, 
and embraces another, For, though 


we loſt by the fall of our firſt parents, 
the 
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the liberty of willing what is morally 
good, ſtill our freedom of natural ac- 
tions remains, Yea, the features of 
that firſt fin are to be ſeen in all our 
after crimes,—a ruſhing willingly into 
things forbidden, that we have more to 
lament the corruption, than conſtraint of 
our will. 


. Maxim Ul. 
The fall of angels and of men does 
not deſtroy any of the faculties eſſen- 
tial to them as intelligent creatures, 
Only their innocence and moral recti- 
tude 1s for ever loſt, but they are an- 
gels and men ſtill. 

Underſtanding, affections, will, &c. 
by the fall, have ſuffered to an extreme 
degree; to ſuch a degree, that, in ſcrip- 
ture phraſeology, the man is ſaid to 
be dead; but ſtill an underſtanding, 
though darkened; affections, though 
vitiated; and a will, though depraved, 
are eſſential to the human ſoul. Had 
their fall changed their rank in the 

ſcale 
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ſcale of beings, their ſituation might 


have been leſs diſtreſſing than it is; 


but a devil, though fallen, is ſtill an 
angel, and according to the extent of 
his powers, is the extent of his tor- 
ment. And man, though fallen, is 
ſtill a reaſonable creature, capable of 
ſevere reflections, and ſuſtaining ment- 
al ſtorms to a terrible degree. 

But a fallen angel is in himſelf a 
more hateful creature than a fallen 
man; becauſe, being of a more noble 
annEe; and higher order, all his bright 
powers, and ſhining perfections, are 
perverted into rancorous malice, and 
rivetted envy againſt every thing di- 
vine; and the brighter their original 
glory, the more horrid the gloom of 
their eternal diſgrace ! Moreover, all 
the fallen angels perſonally, if I may 
uſe the expreſſion, joined with Bel- 
zebub, the prince of devils, in the 
grand rebellion, with free will, and 
full conſent, and are for ever up in. 


arms againſt their lawful Sovereign. 
They 


FOE 
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They are alſo much more miſerable 
than the human race, becauſe, for 
them no remedy 1s provided ; but the 
moſt abandoned of mortals hasa ground 
of hope, ſince, however few {ſhould 
be faved, Jeſus is gficrally the Saviour 
of Adam's every ſon. Some of the 
ancient philoſophers held, as a favou- 
rite doctrine, the tranſmigration of 
ſouls, which, they imagined, were 
thus puniſhed for the crimes commit- 
ted in the firſt human frame they had 
animated, In this odd conceit, how- 
ever, they acknowledged the immor- 
tality of the ſoul, and retribution of 
crimes, while they thought the ſoul 
that had acted amiſs, would at death 
be ſent to animate an horſe, a dog, a 
lion, or a ſow, But no puniſhment 
(ſuppoſe tranſmigration poſſible) can 
be equal to that of continuing the de- 
linquent 1n that very nature or frame 
which, by vice, he has debaſed. A 
tyrant among men 1s more odious than 
any beaſt of prey. And ſuppoſe, at 

| his 
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his death, that his ſoul ſhould animate 
another body, by way of puniſhment, 
inſtead of adjudging it to a wolf, a cro- 
codile, a hon, or a tyger, it would be 
doomed to animate another tyrant ; 
for tyrants ſurpaſs in cruelty the beaſts 
of prey of every name, which pay 
fome reſpect to their own ſpecies, but 
the tyrant chiefly deals deſtruction to 
his fellow-creatures around, 


6 


Maxim IV. 


The divine preſcience of all future 
events no way affects the liberty of 
the human will ; neither reſtrains nor 
compels it in any reſpec. 

By Maxim II. we ſee that the 201 
muſt be free, otherwiſe it ceaſes to be 
the ill. We do not ſay that it is alike 
free in its choice of good or evil; that 
was man's boaſt in a ſtate of inno- 
cence, but now loſt, Yet, as a river, 


for which a new channel is cut, runs 


with the ſame rapidity that it did in 
its original courſe (and run it muſt, 
| elſe 
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elſe it is not a river, but a pool or a 
lake), and can never recover its old 
channel again; ſo the human will pur- 
ſues, freely purſues the various objects 
of its deſire. But it does not belong 
to the 20, to judge of the fitneſs or 
unfitneſs of rational purſuits; that is 
the province of the judgment, and 
where darkened (which is the caſe 
with all men by nature), evz/ ig called 
good, and good evil ; light and darkneſs 
are reciprocally miſplaced ; and bitter 
is put for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter. 
We ſhould certainly allow or aſcribe 
as much perfection in working to the 
great Creator of all things, as to any 
artiſt among men, and infinitely more. 
Now, if a man makes an inſtrument 
or tool (an ax, a hammer, or a ſaw), 
and, with his own hand, applies it to 
every purpole for which it 1s adapted, 
here the maker is viſible to every 
eye; but if the machine is moved 
with rings or weights (as a watch or 
clock), its movements muſt be ſeen, 
and 
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and may be admired, while the ma- 
ker is greatly out of view. But how 
abſurd to ſay, that the man that made 
every pin, every wheel, every ſpring, 
and put the whole into motion, ſhould 
not know the minutes it will point, 
the hours it will ſtrike, and the vari- 
ous motions it will perform! And 
ſhould not HE that formed the heart, 
and implanted every faculty, every 
paſſion, every principle there, . not 
know every thought before it be form- 
ed in the mind, as well as every word 
before it be on the tongue ? 

If an artiſt can arrange pieces of in- 
ert matter, caſt into ſuch and ſuch 
forms, can put them together, and 
can diſpoſe of them in ſuch a man- 
ner as to perform conſtant and re- 
gular motions, without the zmmed:ate 
agency of the artificer, may not the 
Almighty Maker of all create angels 
and human fouls with powers to %% 
and to 0 of themſelves, without the 


immediate agency of their Creator, 
s | though 
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though always upheld by him from 
falling int nothing? 


It is impoſſihle for human wiſdom 
to comprehend how the divine pre- 
ſcience reaches to every action of eve- 
ry creature, without deſtroying hu- 
man liberty; but if we allow that God 
is omniſcient, we muſt grant the firſt; 
and if he is juſt, we muſt admit the 
ſecond; while the nece//ity which theſe 
gentlemen contend for, makes God 
the author of ſin. 

Even in this ſtate of general depra- 
vity, the legiſlators of all nations, and 
in all ages, have conſidered men as 
free agents, by inflicting various pu- 
niſhments on criminals, according to 
the degree of their guilt, not only to 
rid the earth of theſe peſts of ſociety, 
but to impreſs ſpectators with an hor- 
ror for, and hatred of their crimes. 
And for this end executions have ge- 
nerally been public, and, in ſome 
countries, gone about with great ſo- 

lemnity. 
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lemnity. But if this doctrine of ne- 
ceſſity is admitted, puniſhment is firſt 
unjuſt towards the criminal; for you 
may as properly puniſh a lame man 


for halting,—or a deaf man, becauſe 


he cannot hear you, —or a dumb man, 


for not anſwering you, as puniſh ſuch 
a perſon for committing what he can- 


not avoid. In the ſecond place, It is 
loſt labour with reſpect to the ſpec- 
tators; for, correct nineteen lame men 


for halting, the twentieth lame man 


muſt ſtill halt, ſince he cannot walk 
upright. If this doctrine of neceſſity is 
embraced, every attempt to reform 


muſt be laid aſide, and ſo to pick our 


pockets, and cut our throats, muſt paſs, 
not only unpuniſhed, but without a 
reproof ; and if we complain at all, it 
muſt be againſt God himſelf, fince the 
agent ought to be looked upon as un- 
der the ſame neceſſity, and no more 
accountable than a ſtone thrown by 
the hand, or out of a ſling. 

With reſpe& to the divine preſci- 
r 
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ence, and freedom of actions, permit 
me to ſay, though it be improper to 
make compariſons between the Crea- 
tor and creature, yet, may we not ſup- 
pole that a maſter, in any branch of 
manufacture, may appoint his journey- 
man to perform ſuch a piece of work, 
and leave him at full liberty, both to 
chuſe his tools, and execute his taſk ? 
Nor does the foreknowledge of the 
maſter interfere with the freedom of 
the workman ; becauſe, though he a- 
dopts the ſame tools, method and plan 
which the maſter approves of, ſtill it 
is in virtue of his own free choice, 
Where then is the abſurdity of main- 
taining, that the divine preſcience 
reaches to every action, and yet the 
agent remains free in performing theſe 
actions? It is a ſad dilemma, if we 
muſt either make God the author of 
ſin, or ſin not to be ſin, or rob him 
of his omniſcience. In a word, if 
man were not a free agent, he could 


not be a man; for, in whatever ſtate 
he 
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he is (of nature, or of grace), he is 
ſtill free. In his natural ſtate he com- 
mits fin (notwithſtanding ſome checks 
of conſcience), always with freedom, 
often with greedineſ5 ; and when he un- 
dergoes a change ſo great, that in ſcrip- 
ture it is called a ſecond birth, a reſur- 
rection from the dead, a creation, he runs 
in the paths of virtue, being made 0:/- 
ling in the day of power. | 
If ſtill ſome difficulties remain, how 
actions can be free, and yet theſe ac- 
tions, in every circumſtance, foreor- 
dained, it 1s much more decent to 
place theſe difficulties to the account 
of our own ignorance, than either to 
deny the divine preſcience, or the free- 
dom of human actions. If we believe 
nothing but what we cf car cm- 
prehend, we muſt deny the creation 
itſelf; for we can never conceive how 
all things were made of nothing : 
therefcre, ſays the Apoſtle, © By faith 

we know the worlds were made.” 
I ſhall here give an inſtance or two, 
that 
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that events, quite fortuitous to men, 
take place in virtue of the divine preſ- 
cience, and that the human will acts 
at perfect liberty. God “ reveals to a 
prophet what ſhall befal Ahab king 
'of Iſrael, and withal how he ſhall be 
emboldened to his overthrow by his 
falſe prophets ; but neither the king - 
nor they gave him credit. Ahab dif- 
guiſes himſelf, and fights in harneſs ; . 
a Syrian draws his bow at a venture, 
and lets his arrow fly againſt his ene- 
mies at random. Here every agent 
acts with full liberty of will. Ahab 
lays aſide the ſigns of his royalty ſpon- 
taneouſly, chuſes his ground, enters 
into the battle, and engages his foes. 
The Syrian, ſoldier was alſo quite a 
free agent; he had it in his option 
whether to draw his bow or not, whe- 
ther to elevate or lower his hand, give 
more or leſs force to his ſhot, by which 
the arrow might have flown beyond, 
or fallen on this ſide Ahab, and fo 
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have miſcarried; but it pierces between. 
the joints of his harneſs, accompliſhes 
the end, and fulfils the prediction. A- 
gain, the Ethiopian eunuch, a pro- 
ſelyte to the Jewiſh religion, comes 
to Jeruſalem to worſhip ; and at this 
period his converſion to the Chriſtian 
faith 1s to be brought about thus : 
Philip is ſent by God, not only to the 
way which he was to ride along, but 
at the very hour, about noon ; and 
the firſt word that he heard him read, 
was that very paſlage which was fitteſt 
to introduce the following converſa- 
tion, which ended in his converſion. 
This proſelyte left Jeruſalem when 
he thought proper, read in Iſaiah ra- 
ther than in any other book ; and the 
53d chapter rather than any other 
portion in that prophecy, without any 
conſtraint or violence to his will. 


THE 


THE DIVINE PRE SCIENCE. 


Bur what I had chiefly in mine eye, 
is the Divine Preſcience, concerning 
which I ſhall offer a few thoughts. 
And by Divine Preſcience here, we do 
not underſtand a imple, though perfect 
foreknowledge of whatever comes to 
paſs ; but a perfect, poſitive, and parti- 
cular decreeing or foreordaining, and that 
from all eternity, of every thing that 
comes to paſs, with every circum- 
ſtance, or ſeeming contingency, at- 
tendent on theſe events (for with God 
there are no contingencies), and that 
from the firſt moment of time to all 
the ages of eternity. | 
While errors ſo abound, ſupported 

with all the ſtrength of genius and 
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ſubtilty of metaphyſical reaſoning, it 
is not in the leaſt ſtrange, that the 
praiſe-worthy advocates for truth, 
ſhould, inadvertently, advance ſome 
points that cannot be admitted. For, 
though an author ſhould draw falſe or 


wicked concluſions from ſome preci- 


ous truths, theſe truths are not, on 
that account, to be given up with ; 
ſince truth has this diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racter, that it is always conſiſtent with 
itſelf, which error is not. Again, tho' 
among Chriſtians the ſacred ſcriptures 
are the alone rule both of faith and 
manners ; yet,. on the diſputed point, 
we ſhall offer a few thoughts before 
we produce our ſcripture authorities. 
With what awe and reverence 
ſhould we ſpeak of God, whoſe eſſence 
and perfections bid defiance to the 


ſearch of all created intelligence ! But 


to come at ſome knowledge of the di- 
vine preſcience, we ſhall firſt lay down 
a few maxims, and then draw a con- 
cluſion. 


Maxim 
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 Maxm I. 


The eſſence of God is infinite, eter- 
nal, and unchangeable,—above and 
before all cauſe; without beginning, 
without change, without bounds or 
limits, and without end ;—known on- 
ly to himſelf, contained only in him- 
felf, and all in all to himſelf! Space 
may be ſaid to be boundleſs, but ſpace 
1s nothing but that mighty void where 
all created beings exiſt and move; but 
the * eſſence is in all, through all, 
and about all his creatures; and can- 
not be more or leſs preſent in one 
place than in another, more or leſs 
preſent with one creature (however 
his communications may vary), than 
with another. And his eflence 1s as 
much preſent in the centre of the 
earth, or of the ſun, as it was in that 
very ſpace which theſe bodies now oc- 
cupy, before they were created. 

Since the divine eſſence is infinite, 
how abſurd to ſuppoſe that God can 

5. __ abſtract 
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abſtract his eſſential preſence from 
one thing, more than from another ? 
He can no more ceaſe to be preſent 
with the hairs of our head, with eve- 
ry pile of graſs, every particle of duſt, 
than he can ceaſe to be God over all, 
bleſſed for ever. For could his eſ- 
1ence ceaſe to be with every crea- 
ture, however mean, or ceaſe to be 
every where, he muſt ceaſe to be 


God. 


Max; II. 


Every attribute and perfection of 
Sod, is as purely eternal, infinite, and 
unchangeable as his eſſence. 

Tho' /oul and Spirit, heart and mind, 
Joy and grief, &c. be aſcribed to God 
in the ſcriptures, yet it is only ſpoken 
in condeſcenſion to our weakneſs ; 
for God does not conſiſt of mind and 
matter, of ſpirit and body, but what- 
{oever is in God, is God. As the eſ- 
ſence of God is every where, ſo the 
whole Godhead, every perfection, e- 
l very 
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very attribute 1s every where. And, 
as the eſſence is neceſſary and eternal; 
ſo his infinity, his omniſcience, and 
every perfection, are neceſſary and e- 
ternal. 


Maxim III. 


There is no ſucceſſion of periods or 
ages with God ; neither preterite nor 
future, neither paſt nor to come ; but 
his eternity is an immortal = an e- 
verlaſting NOW. 

The definition of a creature is begin- 
ning or "bounds, addition or diminution, 
mutation or end. Now, addition or ſuc- 
ceſhon always ſuppoſes a want or a 
waſte, ſince what is full can neither 
need nor admit of ſupply. Thus, as 
the eflence of God can admit of no 
addition, ſo his eternity knows no ſuc- 
ceſſion. For as all plenicude of poſ- 
fible perfections is in Him at once, ſo 
all ages, periods, and durations, are in 
His immutable NOW. It is true, in 
{cripture he is denominated Him 

F 4 which 
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which i, and which was, and which 
is to come ; but that is ſpoken only 
with reſpect to his creatures, not with 
reſpect to Himſelf. I grant that we, 
who are of yeſterday, and depend ſo 
much on to-morrow, can have no pro- 
per conception of that glorious Being, 
who, tho' without beginning, knows 
nothing paſt; and, though the everlaſt- 
ing God, knows nothing future. 
Thus a thouſand years are to him as 
one day ; and thus the ſcriptures give 
us his proper, his incommunicable 
name, I' AM, If ſucceſſion- of ages 
could be aſcribed to God, he ſhould 
be leſs eternal, or more eternal, ac- 
cording to the number of theſe ſuc- 
ceſſions, which is abſurd. And as 
God did not come into being, or poſ- 
ſeſs his eſſence by degrees, ſo He can- 
not „ide through being, or exiſt by ages 
and periods, 

Suppoſe a number of arithmeti- 
cians employed for an age, in dot- 


ting down figures in one ſtraight line, 
| by 
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by which every figure riſes in value 
ten times above that immediately be- 
fore it; and ſuppoſe ſuch a line ex- 


tended for millions of miles, or from 


this earth to the remoteſt ſtar, and let 
this number (which to human thought 
is a ſort of eternity) be ſubtracted 
from eternity, and that as often as 
there are moments in this immenſe 


line, ſtill God would be, at that pe- 
riod (ſuppoſed to be brought ſo far 


back in eternity), as purely and pro- 
perly eternal as ever he will be. Yea, 
when ages, numerous as the above 
line, are added to the preſent, ſtill 
God is neither more nor leſs eternal 


than he was from all evermore! An 


age that never had a beginning, can 
loſe nothing hy ſubtraction, can gain 
nothing by addition; and though 
God be the Ancient of days, days do 
not make him ancient, years do not 
make him old. 

Now, as all the divine perfections 
are equally neceſſary, eternal, infinite, 
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and immutable, fo, from his divine 
intellect not the leaſt event can be con- 
cealed ; for as no numbers can either 
be taken from or added to his eter- 
nity, ſo no knowledge can either be 
hid from or communicate to his di- 
vine preſcience. 


Maxim IV. | 

As there can no extenſion be made 
in the eſſence of God, no ſucceſſion of 
periods in his eternity, ſo there is no 
ſucceſſion of ideas in his intellect; for 
the divine intellect is as really infi- 
nite as the divine eſſence. 

From whatever cauſe the ideas are 
ſaid to ariſe (though all ideas are eter- 
nally in his divine intellect), whether 
from- his own pretent operations, or 
plans for futurity, or from his crea- 
tures. and their actions, if a ſucceſ- 
ſion of ideas is once granted, the ſuc- 
ceſſion muſt be eternal, while God or 
any of bis works exiſt. Now, in a 
ſucceſſion, however rapid tłat ſucceſ- 
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fion is, ſtill one idea muſt precede a- 
nother, elſe there is no ſucceſſion ; 
and thus God muſt be eternally igno- 
rant of ſome things, becauſe theſe ideas 
are eternally ſucceeding one another. 


If theſe Maxims are founded in 
truth, and ſupported by ſcripture, then 
we muft diſſent from ſome learned gen- 
tlemen, with reſpect to the divine 
preſcience ; who, in other points, are - 
advocates for the truth, and have con- 
futed the materialiſts in a maſterly 
manner. 

By Maxim I. we ſee that the divine 
nature 1s eternal, immutable, infinite, 
&c. By Maxim I. that every divine- 
perfection in God is of the fame ex- 
tent with his eſſence; or, that in all 
his adorable attributes, he 1s eternal, 
immutable, infinite. By Maxim III. 
that there can be no ſucceſſion of pe- 
riods in his eternity. And, by Maxim 
IV. that there can be no ſucceſſion of 


ideas in his intellect, or foreknowledge 3 
F 6 and 
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and that therefore he muſt know all 
things at once from all evermore. 
In his eſſence, He is preſent with 
every thing that is; yea (which may 
ſeem a contradiction, or a paradox), 
every creature is alike preſent. with 
God before its creation ; while it, ex- 
iſts; and when it ceaſes to be any 
more! Some may object, and ſay, 
Then 7 be, and not to be, is alike ; 
which is a contradiction. I anſwer, 
The change 1s all in the creature, not 
in God, who calls things that be- not, 
as if they were. For the creature is 
Not more within the reach of his om- 
nipotence, or the eye of his omniſci- 
ence, by being created, than before ; 
otherwiſe the change 1s not confined 
to the creature, but extends to Deity 
himſelf, which is abſurd. 

As it muſt be owned that the divine 
eſſence is preſent with the hairs of 
our head, for in him we move; ſo, ac- 
cording to the ſcriptures, ey are all 

numbered 
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numbered by him ; nor can one of 
them fall to the ground without the 
divine preſcience. And, as to create 
an atom and a world demands the 


{fame omnipotence, ſo the ſame pre- 


ſcience is concerned in the fall of an 


obſcure family, as in the fall of a 


mighty. empire. If God can abſtract 
his eſſence from any being, great or 
ſmall, he may alſo circumſcribe his 
omniſcience; but he cannot do ei- 
ther, becauſe he is Gop. 


Some of theſe authors reaſon thus: 
© But may not God be ſaid, with the 
« greateſt propriety, to be omniſcient; 
“even allowing all future events were 
not preſent to his mind at the time 
“of creation?“ No, by no means. 
J may as well affirm, God is omnipotent, 
but cannot do all things ! Nay, the ſup- 
poſition isa contradiction. If ſome 
future events were not, or are not pre- 
ſent to his mind at any given period; 

| YO 


See Metaphyſical Catechiſm, Queſtion 1 17. 
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he is not omniſcient; but if he is om- 
niſcient, then al future events were 
preſent to his mind, not only at the 
time of creation, but from eternity. 
Suppoſe a creature once to be remote 
from the preſence or the eſſence of 
God, it muſt always be ſo; ſince his 
eſſence knows no increaſe, but was, 
is, and ever will be the fame. In like 
manner, ſuppoſe ſome events to be 
once not preſent to the divine mind, ſuch 
events muſt ever remain abſent from 
his mind; for God attains not his 
knowledge, hike men, by ſtudy, ob- 
ſervation, or information from others, 
but his preſcience being infinite, like 
his eſſence, all events, with their mi- 
nuteſt circumſtances, are known to 
him from eternity ! 

If ſome events are not preſent to his 
mind, ſomething muſt prevent the 
juxtapoſition of ſuch events to the di- 
vine intellect; and allow that it is his 
ſovereign pleaſure not to foreſee ſuch 
events, what a gloom muſt this hang 

over 
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over the human mind, that the events 
relative to an individual, or a king- 
dom, or a generation, may be over- 
looked by Him who is the ſupreme 
diſpoſer of all things; eſpecially as 
we have no criterion whereby we can 
know which events he foreſees, and 
which events he does not foreſee. But 
it can never be his pleaſure to drop 
one perfection (and the divine attri- 
butes do not admit of diviſibility), 
and not to foreſee all things at once. 


Our Author thinks it not ſo proper 
to ſay that He could not foreſee, as that 
He did not foreſee. But I am ſure that 
he will grant, that as God is a neceſ- 
ſary Being, ſo all his perfections are 
alſo neceſſary. Should it be objected, 
God may be ſaid to be omnipotent, 
tho' he has created but ſome things; 
and as none can ſay * that he could 
% t have created more, but that he 
„% aid not create more; ſo we own 
“ Him omniſcient, though all things 

©* Were 
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+ were not preſent to his mind at ths 
time of creation; and we do not 
« ſay that he could not foreſee all 
things, but that he did not foreſee 
all things.” Anſwer, God is not 
omnipotent becauſe he creates, for that 
would make his perfections ſpring 
from his operations; but becauſe He 
is omnipotent, he has created all 
things that are; and though all his 
perfections are neceſſary, yet the diſ- 
play of them to his creatures is not 
neceſſary. Thus his omnipotence is 
neceſſary, but, his manifeſting it in the 
works of creation was ſpontaneous 
and free; otherwiſe he muſt have 
created from eternity. Again, how 
abſurd to ſay God is omnipotent, and 
could create all things; but there are 
ſome things in being which he did 
not create? Equally abſurd to ſay 
God is omniſcient, and could have 
foreſeen all things at the creation; but 
there are ſome things, ſome future 
events which he did not foreſee. He 
can 
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can no more ceaſe to be infinite in all 
his perfections, than he can ceaſe to 
exiſt. And he can no more dimi- 
niſh, contract, or circumſcribe his 
fore knowledge, than he can diminiſh, 
contract, or circumfcribe his eſſence. 
So that, from the perfection of his 
nature, he can know neither more 
nor leſs at any ſuppoſed period, than 
he knows from eternity “. 


| Theſe gentlemen ſay, © That allow- 
„ing God to foreſee all things, de- 
« prives us of the comfort of a parti- 
* cular providence.” I cannot help 
thinking quite otherwiſe, and that a 
particular providence 1s juſt the ac- 
compliſhment of the grand plan of the 
divine preſcience. The very word pro- 
vidence gives us the idea of forefight, or 
preſcience, as well as of the ſupreme 


government of intelligent creatures, 
YE and 


From this view of the divine preſcience, we may 
{ce that the Calviniſtical Doctrine of Predeſtination ſtands 
cn a fourdation ſirmer than mountains of braſs. 
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and their actions. To regulate, diſ- 
poſe, or over- rule an action, it muſt 
be foreſeen at leaſt a little before its 
taking place. Now, to argue from the 
leſs to the greater, to foreſee an event 
a day or a year before it happens, and 
millions of ages, or from eternity, 
muſt equally be reſolved into God's 
omniſciency. And as we muſt ac- 
knowledge a fore/ight in Divine Provi- 
dence, ſo we muſt confeſs that all fu- 
ture events are always preſent to the 
divine intellect. 

Moreover, ſhall the divine attri- 
butes, or the holy angels, theſe ſpi- 
rits that miniſter to the heirs of ſalva- 
tion, and who are the inviſible agents 
in many remarkable occurrences in 
life, be attendants on blind chance, 

or fortuitous events, that may or may 
not happen, and, happen when they 
will, were not #oreſeen ? 


Suppoſe this earth diſmiſſed from 


the controul of the general laws of 
creation, 
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creation, how melancholy would the 
inhabitants be ! If deprived of its cen- 
tripetal motion, it muſt ſoon be loft 
in trackleſs ſpace; or, if freed from 
its centrifugal, it muſt ruſh to its cen- 
tre, and certain ruin at once; and if 
ſtript of all motions, it could have no 
return of days and nights, of years 
and ſeaſons ; but on one fide be burnt 
to a cinder, and on the other be fro- 
zen to ice. And would not the ra- 
tional world be in a worſe condition 
ſtill, ff any events relative thereto 
could come merely at random, and 
totally unc onnected with the divine 
preſcience? 


I was going to prove, by ſcripture- 
texts, that all things are foreknown 
to God ; but the whole ſcripture is one 
continued proof of the aſſertion. Not 
a prophecy, not a prediction, but ſup- 
ports the point; for what is not fore- 
/een, can never be foretold. Thus Noah, 


an hundred and twenty years before 
| the 
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the flood, is warned of that univerſal. 
calamity ; but, tho' he was a preacher 
of righteouſneſs, he ſeems to have had 
little or no _ ſucceſs with his hearers ;, 
for, at the threatened time (Noah and 
his family being ſhut up in the ark), 
the deluge ſweeps away the whole 
world. Again, how remarkable the 
prediction reſpecting Iſhmae] and his 
poſterity, to this very day !—wild men, 
with their hand againſt every man, 
and every man's hand againſt them. 
We alſo ſee Judah, im his father's bleſ- 
fing, exalted above his brethren, which 
exactly took place. And how hn, 
and how preciſely, is the laſt and ſo- 
reſt of the ten plagues of Egypt in- 
flicted after foretold ; by which the 
firſt-born of man and beaſt expire at 
midnight! In a word, to name no 
more, Jeremiah predicts not only a 
grand event, the taking of Babylon; but 
the perſons by whom it ſhould be cap- 
tured, the Medes; the means by which 
they ſhould be ſucceſsful, the bringing 


a4- 
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a drought on their waters; the preciſe 
time that it ſhould take place, on the 
night of a great feſtival, when her migh- 
ty men ſhould get drunk, and ſleep a per- 
petual ſleeß; and the hurry and uproar 
that ſhould enſue, one poft ſhall run o 
meet another, and one meſſenger to meet 
another, to tell the king of Babylon that 
his city is taken at one end. All this was 
ſo exactly fulfilled, as to prove that the 
preſcience, that foreſaw and predicted, 
was the power that n the | 
prediction. 


I conclude with one reflection, That 
if the human ſoul is material or mor- 
tal; and a partial preſcience of future 
events aſcribed to God, - men, of all the 
creatures on this earth, are moſt mi- 
ſerable; for the bright ſcene, that opens 
to pious ſouls beyond death, diſap- 
pears; and a gloom, dark as deſpair, 
and vaſt as imagination can paint it, 
ſucceeds, and envelopes us for ever. 
But if the human mind is immortal, 

and 


| 
il 
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and God omniſcient, in the fulleſt lati- 
tude of the word, — then futurity opens 


with every beauty, brightens with 


every delight, like a paradiſe of flow- 
ers and perfumes, whoſe fragrance is 
called forth by the ſplendor of a cloud- 


leſs morning ſun; and the ſoul exults 


in proſpect of paſſing from this ſtate 
of darkneſs (where we gueſs and miſ- 
take, and gueſs again, and are 1gno- 
rant of many things, even about our 
own ſouls ; nor do we clearly know 
what that union is, by which they in- 
habit and animate their organiſed 
houſes of clay), into the broad day of 


divine knowledge ;—where the won- 


ders of creation; the wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence; and the myſtery of redemp- 


tion, ſhall engage the ſtudy and re- 
ſearches, kindle the admiration, en- 
flame the love, and excite the ſong of 


men and angels through eternity it- 
ſelf! 
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